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MASTERS or FAMILIES. 


AVING deſigned to write ſome- 
thing for the Uſe of your Servants, 


by your Hands, to whom God has committed 


igheſt Ecample, even of God himſelf, who 
ives bis Commands to Maſters of Families, 
o be by them handed down to all in their 
ouſes : As for inſtance, in the great Com- 
andment about the Sabbath, be does not 
peak to Servants immediately, but makes 


ing, Thou ſhalt do no manner of Work, 

1either Thou—nor thy Man-ſervant, nor 
thy Maid-Servant; implying. that they muſt 
uſe them to obſerve the Commandment : 
nd indeed for this Cauſe were Families, 
well as all other lawful Societies, ordain- 
fd; that the Salvation, even of the loweſf 


-& 2 Members 


1 thought it proper to preſent it to them 


the Charge of them; and I have herein the + 


heir Maſters the Truſtees of his Will, ſay- 


TM Eersrur DEevDIcaTory, | 
Members thereof, may be the better fur- 


thered under the Government therein. But 


alas] how little do Men think, when they 
take on them Government of Families, 
.that God has committed to them a Charge 
F Souls? If they did, how durſt they take 
a Charge that they are uot able to perform, 
by reaſon of their Ignorance? or never mind, 


by reaſon of their Wilfulneſs.? Tf: you did 


believe that every Servant you take into 


your Honſe would add to the Dreadfulneſs 
of your Account, if be periſpeth through your 
Fault and Negligence, could you then be ſo 
Indifferent in your Choice of them, as too 
many be? I remember David ſaith, his 
Eyes were upon the Faithfulin the Land, 
that they might ſerve him, P/alm.ci. 6. 
But we have Maſters that chooſe Servants 
as they do their Horſes ; if they be ſtrong, 
.and able for their Work, they mind no more : 
Though you would not bring in a ſcabbed 
Sheep into your Flock; yet are there not 


thoſe that bring in drunken, ſwearing Ser- | 


vants, with the Plague of Profaneneſs upon 
them, into their Houſes, and lay the infect- 
ed Wretches with their dear Children and 
other Servants ? Can you as eaſily perform 
Jour Duty towards obſtinate ſtubborn Ser- 
wants, as towards thoſe which are good, or 
at leaft f mat and Wong 70 be inſtructed 
a 


theres 


* — 9 


F DED1GCATORY.. = 


and pad; ? Is not ſa great a Bleſſing; 
or Curſe, as @ good or bad: Servant 2 
prove to your Family, enougb tb matte you 
four out. one Prayer, for God to direct you 
in the Choice? It is hard that you. cannot” 
inguire into the Education that they, have 
formerly had, or at leaſt into preg preſent 
Inclinations to Good or Evil., Do not lightly 
: take into your Families a Companion of 
Pools, whoſe Cuſtoms and Habits of Sin 
| have been vijible in their former Conver- - 
Action, unleſs you have good Evidence or 
ö Ground for Hope of their Reformation. But 
the Miſery again of it is, when Maſters e are 
as bad as the Servants : He cannot enquire 
2 after the godly Di iſpoſition of Servants, that 
is about to bring them into a cold, prayerleſs 
Family; nor can be aſk them whether they 
„are willing to be inſtructed, who 1s himſelf 
/ ignorant that he cannot, or ſo careleſs, 
4 that he never intends to inſtrudt them. Bui , 
t | he that is devoted to God himſelf, will en- 
age for bis Family too, as Joſhua,,Chap.. 
» || xxiv. 15. As for me and my Houſe, we 
Will ſerve the Lord. God himſelf gives 
4 | teftimony of Abraham; I know him, that 
1m he will command his Houſhold after him. 
„ | Chriftian Families are frequently called 
pr || Churches, for the worſhip of God performed 
ed therein, Every Maſter is a Prieſt in his 
1d N A 3 own 
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{> own Family; and 1 have often thought his but 
| Obligation to teach and govern his Servants, die 

| is much greater than that of a Miniſter to Jou 
| any particular Family in his Charge. You der 
| ba ve an Opportunity lo know their Tempers you 
| and 7 emplations, that we have not; and Dr 
) your Nearneſs to them, can take every - but 
ll Servant by himfelf, and deal with them as | Cr. 
. His Caſe requires. By your conſtant Con- Ser 
' tinuance with them, and having the Power Hot 
of Rewards and Puniſpments in your Hands, Af 

you may more eafily perform your Duty to- ⁶ be 
wards them, if you have Hearts to do ſo. tot 
Perhaps you are counted goed Maſters in the reg 
Places where you dell ; and none can ſay chi, 

the contrary, but that, as to outward Things, 14. 

Fou give unto your Servants that which is tha 

juſt and equal; in neceſſary Proviſions, both Fuſe 

in Health. and Sickneſs, in faithful Diſ- Ha 
charge of your Contrafts in their Wages, or Wi 
Salat); in prudent ordering of their Work Mac 

and Buſineſs. ' And it is not the hard La- you 

beur cf Servants that I pity them for, ſo 10 i 

TL, bali hey are not unneceſſarily expoſed to Cold | You 
2 or Met, ibat may endanger their Healiß; dlie 
or jo tired with their Work, as to be unfit conc 

fer Family, or er Prayer, or other Du- Fir 

ties. But indeed it is for your fervants Ene 

| Souls that I am pleading with you. There inſ} 
| 16 nct any poor Boy or Girl that you keep, Ser: 


but 
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die without Knowledge, and that they are 


EIS TIE DEDICATOR N. viz |! 


but hay a Soul as precious as Lords and La- 
dies, and coſt.as dear a Price. What have 


you done for the Souls of them that are un- 


der your Roof? ? Let Conſcience ſpeak, If 


you ſhould give your Servants no Meat and 
Drink, all Men would cry Shame on you x 


- but is it not a worſe Shame, and greater 
' Cruelty. to flarve their Souls? Do you keep 
Servants with rational Souls, only like your 
. Horſes, io eat, and to drink, and to work? 
any of you are not able to inſtrułt them, 


be deeply humbled preſently, and get others 
to inftruft them. Ought you not to have 


required their: Attendance on public Cate- 
chiſing, and their Submiſſion thereunto? 
IJ am ſure the Church lays no leſs a Penalty 


than Excommunication upon you i you re- 
fuſe ; and is not your inſtructing them the. 
Way to increaſe in Knowledge yourſelves ? 
What if the poor ignorant Servants, that you 
made part of your Houſbold, ſhould follow 
you from Place to Place, and cry after you 
to inſtru them ? What if they ſhould tell 
you with many Tears that they are likely to 


convinced that Chriſt is coming in flaming 
Fire, to take Vengeance on them that 
know not God?——#/Hould you not 


inftruft_. them? And if you ſay, But my 
e have no ſuch Sanſe, no ſuch De- 


A4 fire? 


\ 


viii EP ISTIIE DEDIGATORY. 


Er 2 Why. then, are they not tus more ni- 
Jerable? Have they not Ihe greater Need ? 
And does not their Caſe cry as loud for Pity, 
as their. + can do? Have you no B- 
el , Compaſſion an geriſping Souls ? I, 
., ar leaſt have Piiy on your own, and 
let not their Blood be on your Head: Fa- 
mily Duties and Inſtruction (if carefull 
minded) would have om mach of the 
- Diſorder that is in almoſt" all Pariſbes, 


aan” 


which now is not ſo eaſily cured; but it Ye- 
js all your Care and Diligence to re- 


rain thai Wickedneſs which Ighorance has 


cauſed. What ſaith the Law? Deut. xxii. 


8. When thou buildeſt a new Houſe, 
thou ſhalt make a Battlement upon the 
Roof, that thou bring not Blood upon 
hy Houſe, if any fall from thence. Fa- 
_mily Duties, Prayer, Reading, Singing 
Pains, Repetition of Sermons, Catechix- 
ing of Servants, &c. are like ſo many Fen- 


ces or Batilements on one Lide; Commands, 
Keproofs, Corrections, and Reſtraints from 
Sin, are Rails or Battlemenis on the other; 


and if you ſet not theſe Battlemeuts on your 


Roof, wo be to you if any fall from thence. 
And if you ſay, I do not puſh them down, 


do not force them, or require them to take 


uch Courſes, I would not have them fall. 
780 but this 15 not enough, you muſt ſet 
1 | Battles 


Errsrrr Dfbren bon. 8 


"Battlements, to prevent their ruiniug Them 
ſelves: I you ſay further; But if I do ſet 
Battlements, they may climb over them, and 
do what I can, will run on to their De- 


fruction; vuby then, their Blood will be 


on their o.wmn Heads, and you have delivers. 
ed your Houſe from the Guilt thereof. By 
all this you may ſee to how little 'Purpoſe © 
your Complaint of wicked Servants bas Rok. 


When your own Purſeis touched by unfaith- 


ful Servants, you feel it: You might have 
known'it before, when you ſaw how. averſe 


| they were to Knowledge, &c. that they » 


that were not faithful to God, were nus 
like to be faithful to you; that. if you Jufx. 
fered them to haunt evil Company, and pros 
fane the Lord's Day, and to live in riotous 
Courſes ; that theſe Extravagancies would: 
call. fon Money: and where fhould-\they- 
have it, but by. defrauding yo: And'if © 
your: Grief be indeed for the Sin of your Ser- 
uants againſt God, I beſeecb you look-in—. 


ward; it may bezyaur ſelves chere Servants. 


once, and you lived. in Careleſneſs toward. 4 
God, and | anfaithfulneſs toward your Ma. 
ters, and noꝛo God is. viſiting your. Sit: 
pon you. And what Comfort can you hope 
for in your Fumilies, till. that Guilt is re- 
moved! And if you are in earneſt, why. are 


Yau as indifferent. about the Servants y 
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chogſe, fince you have bad this Experience 
of their Wickedneſs, as you were before? 5 
Nay, why, after Trial of their Obſtinacy, Ba 
40 you not rid your Hands of them? You G: 
know David's Reſolution, Pſal. ci. 7. He. 
that worketh Deceit ſhall not dwell in 
my Houle, he that telleth Lies, ſhall not 
tarry in my fight. But if any keep a av 
debauched Perſon, a Drunkard, profane NH 
Swearer, obſtinate againſt God and Good- \ 
neſs, for a ſecond Year, becauſe it may be 
he is ſtrong and able ts do his Work, be 
 @ſſured your Sin will find you out. But if you Th 
will be zealous for God, and. againſt Sin in 55 
Jour Families, haw much may ſome of you £3 
; do towards promoting Religion in the Places Jos 
where you are? And what a Colony of 805 
young Perſons may from time to time go out The 
of - your. Houſes, Yo bear up the Name of e 
Curiſt in the World? What & Bleſſing of 0 
the Lord will be within your Tabernacle? 1 
#L hat Comfort in your Relations? What " 
Jay in Afftiftions, and even in Death itſelf? 
Dour Houſe ſhall be built by Wiſdom, + 
and eſtabliſhed by Underſtanding, Prou. a 
RE Th: 


_ * 3 o — 2 N 
g =] WISH. . > . N 
———— ww OR, —— — 2 22242 ˙» 24 1 — 2 — 2 A * 
2 — — - — Canoga cnet — 
1 * — — N - 2 — 4 8 2 
7 2 << ono. — Foxy . — * 
— . 


'»w WW 


„ 


* ene W. Ee 


4 * - 
. * — * 0 R * 4 * X 
by 1 05 8 ** 
* a , * ” : 7 * en * 

ot, We | « * * A * N * 2 
4 / 4 

* 0 % O 

1 3 
1 


, - 
PR 4 


2 ; ry U R ; - j . \ © 2 * - 
v 9 1 % * 
* - 

. x * * p a 

TI . * ff 1 1 271 

. pa * * 1 , * . 

7 y ” % - * 

—— 4 g Y I 4 ©L- + i k 

＋ ns 


PREFACE. 


h M4 ere of Families have a Charge of Souls, 


ther Bot in chooſi ing Servants, to inſtruct 

them, and reſtrain them from Sin. Blaſſiug 

upon godly Families | Page iii, to x 
r 

The Kinds of Servants treated of. The Provi- © 

\ dence of God in appointing the Servant's Call- 

ing; the Uſefulneſs -# it; 3 nat t againſt Chrif- 

| Han CN EAN 135 to IG 

. "rats ae, P. 8 

The grey F Souls by Nabi ' Of: AO 

entering into the Service of Chrift, by ſelemn 

covenanting irh Him; their Carriage in 
that Service. Advantage of a Tim FL uth ; 

the Dread} ulneſs of the Neglect © 65 Sea- 

0 en: Bin of” Youth, Death-Be FRepantavice: 


_ that Famities Servants ſhould: thasſei "Df 
"> dbiug ꝛobat hey do unto the Lord. 19, 1 32 


* ese r A P. II. 


| The TEN Reverence. 4% their Maſters: | 0 


Fidelity to them. 'Of E Eye- Servi ce. Of c eat | 

| ing and de frauding N L eee in harſh 
and — e Of. Aung what they. 
50 wo” _ 7. 
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Of Servants tempting each Mag to Sin. bin- 
Ful Familiarity of Servants of 8 07 | 
Of Tegroving and warning the Unrul 


holy Conference. / Servants belpin 25 - P Z 
ther in their Wort, and in 1 Soul-Affairs.— * 
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The careleſs NW of ſome ny and 
— a it. Of Catechizing, and Sen, 
- vants ſubmitting thereunto, and how.' of 
„ 4 Prayer for Euen. WP knowing = 
» Cort 48, to 55 __ 
: Lt H KK * VI. 5 1 
Th Hardſhips of Servants. Danger and Cure EG 
''8 - of, Diſcontent,' The Privileges of Servants. 5 
The miſerable. Condition A Slaues in other 2 
Harts. Of the Temptations of Servants of Of 1 
State in great Places. Inconvenzencies of the 5715 
Conditian of bear: H Ea... Sin the wb 
IE Slavery. e all. The Freedom of, gedly _— 
Cee Pies Wright La of the Sons. of 
ad, - Vi 10's TI 455 1 64 
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of the Kinds of Servants; and of the py 
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1 GH x: 1 * 39170 in FRET 
1 H ERE is Ae any general 


Name of a Calling, that contuins 


. th it ſuch different Kinds of Perſons 


| as this of a Servant. Some Service being 


| ſo high and honourable, chat there 154110. | 


Subject ſogreat; but who glories im being 
| intitled the King's Servanty in tlie Various 


A Offices! of his Houſhold: And ſome 


Service is ſo vile and miſerable, thatithe 
g pooreſt” Perſon in a ffte Land ãs happy 
in being dehvered from it. „here are 
tres Sector dernen hall name; 
rivals thong 
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. Opportunity to help 


and they are ſuchias 2 reaſon 


. ih A PRESENT 


though it be only for the laſt of theni 
that I have intended this Diſcourſe. 

1. There are Servants of State, who. 
make up the Retinue of great Men, and 


Nobles, who living in Eaſe, Pleaſure, 


and worldly Delicacies, have no Agree- 


ment with thoſe that I am concerned 
with, except in the bare Name. 

2. There are Slaves. and Laſſals, ſunk 
into the loweſt State of Miſery in the 


World, being under the ſole Diſpoſal of 


the uncontrolled Wills, [and Luſts] of 


their [often barbarous] Owners. And 


theſe are ſoeithefjuſtly, being condemned 


for ſome capital Crimes, and in Mercy re- 


prie ved and ſpared as to Life, but depriv- 


ed of their Liberty; and many Comforts 
of Life; orelſe unjuſtly, by a violent Cap- 
tivity, or by unrighteous Sales or Cons 


tracts. But I leave theſe (under God) to 
thoſe who are acquainted with their Cir- 


cumſtances and Lemptations, and have 
them in the Way t ta 
erer And ſhall apply myſelf t 

A Third Sort of Servants, in a 


| 9950 of Life between the Two former, 
and: which are moſt. uſual among us, 


as making upla Part of every Family 


eren miauer Cunditien in the Morde haue 
voluntarily 


u 2 541 


7 


of + of Pau, 


velantarily Submitted themſelves, iy Con- 
tract, for a certain Time, to the Diſpoſal 
of others, according to the Word of Gd, 
and the Laws of the Realm: And this 
Calling is founded upon the Will ad Pro- 
vidence of God in theſe TWO Things: 
1. In eſtabliſhing Property, and thereby 
a ſeemingly unequal Diſtribution of the good 
Things of this Life, Without this, the 
Relation of Maſter and Servant could 
not ſtand: Prov. Xii. 7. « The Rich 


« ruleth over the Poor, and the Borrow- 


« er is ſervant to the Lender.” This In- 
equality is not by Chance, but by the 
ſovereign Diſpoſal of the Lord of all, 
1 Sam. ii. 7. Phe Lord maketh Poor 
« and maketh Rich,” Perhaps in Inno- 
cency (if that State had continued) all 
Things might have been in common; the 


Corn Wand Trees as free to all, as the 


Light and Air are now. But to ſuppoſe 


it To. with us, is to make a. perpetuaÞ 


War, many quarrelling about the ſame 
Things; as when one Bone is caſt 
amongſt ſeveral Dogs. And therefore: 
that Community of Goods which we 

read of, Adts:Tvi' g. was extraordinary; 
and laſted but a very little while: 80 
that now alli habe a right to the Things 


| rm ay; do lawfully pollkſhe W 
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TY A PRESENT. 


Werner Donation, or as gotten n by 
Honeſt Labour and Induſtry; and as all 
Laws of Juſtice and Charity depend 
upon'this, ſo does this Relation'of which. 
_ are ſpeaking. 

„His Will and Möbvidende is . 
| Fronts in rendering all Perſons in this Inequa- 
lity of their Conditions mutually helpful to 
each other; ye a, nocęſſary to one. another in 
this lapſed State; and the Beauty and Or- 
der of God's Government of the World 

is much to be obſerved, chat each ſhall 
ſtand in need of his Brother's Help to- 


war ds his own convenient Subſiſtence in 


the: World; that as it-is in the natural, 
(and as the Apoſtle ſaith, 'in-the myſti- 
cal) ſo it is in che political Body, 1 Cor. 
Xii. 21 22. the Eye cannot ſay to the 
% Hand, I have no need of thee; nor. 
e again che Head to the Feet, I have no 
69) need of you; nay much more, thoſe: 


6: Members of the Body which leem to- 


c be more feeblę, ate necęſſany: The: 
- Rith eannot ſay to the Poor, Ve baue 
Au ned df nt Ferowhence then will 


they HavethEir Servants? :Andhow can 
they iss the Help jwhicht they daily; 


receive hythem As the Hands need the: 


Head lor Guidance and; Direction, 1a: Gy 
eee eee ow 
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400 Service. And indeed by this Means, 


the ſeeming Tnequality in theDiſtribution- | 


of worldly Things ismade up. That as it is 


in Matters of Charity, as the Apoſtle doth 
eſtabliſh it, in an Equality “e that your 


* Abundance may be à Supply for their 
Want, that their Abundance may al ſo 
e be a Supply for your Wan, that there 
e may be an Equality. As it is written, 
« He that gathered much Had nothitts 

ce over; and he thar gathered Urtle bo 
ec 50 lack, 2 Chr. Viit. 1h, T5: Even ju 

thus it is in Matters, of J _ 1 Ah 
Equality, that your Money, W ages, and 
Proviſion may be 4 Supply © for cheir 


Indigeney, and their Work and Service 


a Supply for your Inability ro'diſchar; e 


| your Buſineſs without them; and fo a 


hings are ſet right, one barnbtbiig ul, 


and the other has no lack. And perhaps 


amongſt the Variety of Places, nod Ser- 


vants are more neceſſary than "thoſe in 
Country Villages: Others wear finer 


Liveries, feed hivher; and lie eafler ; : 
but the Labour of the Country Servant 
is of the moſt excellent and general Uſe; 
« The Profit of the Earth is for all, the 


cc King himſelf is ſerved of the Field,” 


faith Solomon, Eccleſ. v. 9. And though 


he maſt rub aa any Hardſhips, 


yet 
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yet he may comfort himſelf in this; that 
the moſt drudging Part of his Service 
is neceſſary to the Commonwealth, when 
many other Callings are apparently un- 
lawful, and not a few exceeding doubt- 
ful: the Servant's Calling, if not a- 
buſed, is unqueſtionably lawful. It is 
true, there i is a Text that ſeems to oppoſe 
the Servant's Calling, and the Lawful- 
neſs thereof: it is 1 Cor. vii. 23. Ve 
95 ALE. bought with. a Price, be not ye 

« the Servants. of Men.“ With which 
agree our Lord's N Col no Man 
85 Maſter upon Earth; d poſſibly it 
Is, that in the Apoſtles Gy ome hear- 


ing of the Liberty purchaſed by Chriſt, | 


might begin to caſt off their Service, 
eſpecially t to unbelieving Maſters: And 
BRINE we find the 508 5 St. Paul, 


ec 1 Chriſt Te eſus,” Gat. 1 lil. 28. Let! it 
muſt. be underſtood of the Soul, or inner 
Man, and of the Means of Grace; in 


order to the Salvation thereof; for as to 
the outer Man, they are ſtill Bond and 


Free, and abide Servant and Maſter ſtill. 
And ſo when, he bids them to be no more 
; _ . Servants 


MA ” 


Servants of Men, he has reſpect to the 
inner Man, or Conſcience, which none 


can command but God. And though 
our Lord has purchaſed a Liberty for 


our Bodies, as well as for, our Souls; 
yet we attain but to the firſt Fruits: of 1 it 
now: There remains a Reſt to be enjoy- 
ed after Death, “then the Weary are at 
e Reft”—ſaith Job, * and the Servant is 
« free from his Maſter.” But we are not 
now freed from all Moleſtations, Trou- 
bles, and Inconveniences in any State; 
and ſo not from that of Service when 
called thereunto. I ſhall therefore en- 


deavour to ſet down, work 
1. The Duties of Servants, and bins: 
they may be beſt performed. And then, 


2. The Temptations and Inconveniences 
of their Calling, and how they may beſt 
be e e or remedied by them. 


a 3 
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7 'N be Dag of Servants [1 ] FREE Go 
HERE is ſueh a comprehenſive 


Fulneſs in Scripture, in which the 
werben erde are exceeding broad, 
that there 1 is no Caſe, Condition, or Re- 
lation, in which the People of God: can 


bee or ſtand, but there is ſomething 4 
| the 
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theWord that i is ſuited thereunto. There I by at 
are none ſo high, but the Word is above | The) 
them; and none ſo low, but the Word | And 
condeſcends to them, and ſpeaks to their | and! 
State and Caſe, Servants may be over- Brea 
looked by the World; but they are di- have 
rected by the Word: And from that Iſl calle 
Word 1 ſhall endeavour to ſpeak to the Mat 
Duty of Servants, under theſe Three man 

| Heads. 'Chri 
„Al Their Duty wards God. BB 2f Si 
2. Their Duty towards their Maſters. 4 i 
1 3. Fheir Duty towards their Fellow- | © ol 
ff e in the Family and Neighbour- «6-2 
bed. = 
4s to the former; their Duty. towards Yi 
. God, muſt firſt be minded, as the Foun- © fe 
dation of their Duty towards Men. I ÞÞ d 

have no Hopes to do you Good, unleſs Kon 

I can prevail with you in theſe Matters are 

of the higheſt Concernn Par 

(i.) That you would engage yourſebves baſe 

in the Service of God, and be te Servants || ama 

in the firſt Place. 'You are already his Ch: 


| Servants at large, and by outward Pro- of 
feſſion; you Have taken his. Earneſt, to 
and worn his Livery, upon your being ver 
Baptized. It hath been no ſtrange Thing PI: 
in the Church of God, to have Infants to 


owned by God to be his Servants, VIZ. cot 
by AM uf » 
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by an external Relation and Profeſſion : : 


They are ſo called, Levit. xxv. 41, 42. 


And ſince thus you have borne his Name, 
and lived in his Houſe, and eat of his 
Bread, and pretended to his Wages, you 
have a Work to do, and ſhall at laſt. be 
called to a Reckoning, when the great 
Maſter comes: But, alas, alas! How 


many are there, that are the Servants bf 
Chriſt in Name, but really the Servants 
of Sin all the Time? For know you not, 


< his Servants you are to whom you 


% obey?” Rom. vi. 16. Jeſus faith unto 


" then: Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, 


cc he that committeth Sin is the Servant 


cc of Sin,“ John viii. 34. You your- 


« ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh—ſerving 


divers Luſts and Pleaſures,” Tit. i I, or 


Rom. vi. 17, 20. 2+ Pet. ii, 19. You 
are by Nature Slaves in your nobleſt 


Part, to the vileſt of Creatures, in the, 


baſeſt Drudgery. How has the Deyil 


made you ſerve blindfold in Bonds, a 


Chains? If you were once mage ſendble 


of your Caſe, you would ſigh and groan 
to be ſet at Liberty, you would be 
very inquiſitive to find out a better 
Place, you would long to be directed 
to ſome better Service. And if ſo, I 
come. to give you Notice of my i 5 
Who, 
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who, though he wants not you, nor rany 
Servant that he has, is very willing to 
entertain you in his Service. It is an 
honourable Service, and a profitable 
Service; there is no ſuch, Maſter, no 
ſuch Wages to be had any where elſe. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt offers to ſtand in 

- many near Relations to you; and you 
that know what it is to go to Service, 
ſhould know upon what Terms you may 
| become theServantsof.Chriſt. See then, 
I. That you give up yourſelves to God, 
and our Lord Teſus Chriſt, by a ſolemn 
Covenant and Contraft. It is by Con- 
tract that you are Servants in the Places 
where you live; you knew what you did 
when you were hired, upon what, Terms 
you took the Earneſt : Now, © Why 
« ſtand you all the Day idle? Why are 
your Souls ſo long out of the Service of 
| ſo great, ſo good a Maſter? Say not, 
r no Man hath hired us.” I this Day 


call and invite you into the Family of 


God, the Houſhold of Faith : Will you 
accept of his Terms, and conſent to the 
Covenant? He ſtands nor with you up- 
on the rigorous Terms of the Covenant 
of Works; he” has admitted a Surety, 
who has ſatisfied the Demands of Juſtice, 
and cy moſt excellent. 488 of 
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Grace for you: and now, What does 
ce the Lord thy God require of thee?” 
He expects that you renounce your for- 
mer Maſters. He will have all his 
Servants be for Him, and not for ano- 
ther; © No Man can ſerve two Maſters.” 
He expects that you will reverence bis 
Son; that being ranſomed from your 
Slavery, and bought with a Price, you 
mould depend on his Merits, and ſub- 
mit to his Will, and © ſerve him in your 
« Souls and Bodies which are his. Now, 


|< who is he that engageth his Heart to 
« approach to God?” Have you conſi- 
| dered his Terms? * You muſt forſake 


your Father's Houſe, and your own 
« People: The divers Luſts and Plea- 
ſures which you formerly ſerved, muſt 
be entirely andeternally abandoned: You 
muſt renounce your vain Confidences, 
and ſubmit to his Righteouſneſs; you 
muſt deny your own Will, and ſtoop to 
his Word ; You muſt give up yourſelves, 


Souls and Bodies, to be ruled by Him, 
as ever you hope to be ſaved by Him. 
Do you now like his Terms? If you ſay 


No; as the Lord liveth He will come 
down no lower: wherefore © yield your- 


« ſelves unto the Lord: as you have 


* yielded your Members Servants of 


2 1 1 
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cc Iniquity unto. Iniquity: ſo now yield 
* your Members Servants of Righteouſ- 
«neſs unto Holineſs, I know it _ 
be the Fipger of Gad that mu 
about your Hearts, and make au will- 
ing to this Contract: And who knows 
but it may be he Day of bis Power to 
ſome poor Souls? Wherefore. ponder 
upon your, State by Nature, till you are 
deeply affected with your former Sla- 
very ; let the making of this Contract 
be bed upon as the moſt ſolemn 
Tranſactjon of your Lives. Get into a 
Corner and count the Coſt. He ſees 
you, as he did Narbanael under the Fig- 
mee. Reckon upon bearing the Burden 
te and Heat of the Day,” upon Storms, 
and many a cold Blaſt in your Faces; 
beg; as for your Lives, the Aſſiſtance of 
His Spirit, and: let each of you take to 
hignfelf Miords, and ſay, © Other Lords 
Shave had Dominion over me, but I am 
thy Servant, truly am thy Servant: I 
c 2 7 17 Ned Wings of the God 
Res Lil never be the World's 
J again, nor Sin's nar Satan” 8 any, more: 
Jam Thing, and Thovartmine.” Amen. 
And the Lord God of 1/7 gel ſay: ſo too. 
Being thus ens mulkce then, - 
16. er bs FZ 1 125% bi: That 


* 
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2. That you. diligently apply yourſelves 
10 know. and do the Will of your Maſter.” 


| 

Being bound, you mult obey ; © having- 
1 oy openedyour Mouthuntothe Lord, you 
8 
© 


© cannot go back.” You are in for your” 
Lives, yea for ever andever : You mult 
have your Ear bored to the Poſts of the 
r. BB Door, and ſay, I love my Maſter, and 
e IN © will never depart from him: Youmulſt 
- MW chiefly delight in the inward Part of your 
& Work, but baulk no Duty for any Dif- 
n ficulty or Danger that you may meet 
a with therein: You muſt not be quarrel- 
ing with your Fellow-ſervants, when 
you ſhould be at Work; bur do all you- 
do as approving yourſelves to the Eye of 
your Maſter: Vou muſt depend on the 
Strength of Chriſt in all the Service you 
perform: and when.you have done all, 
muſt count yourſelves unprofitable Sor- 
vants, and look only to his Grace and 
Merits for Pardon and Acceptance. Nor 
ſhall you ever lay, that He is a © hard 
« Maſter, reaping where he did not ſo we | 
ce and gathering where he did not ſtrewv: 
Tou ſhall have no Occaſion to liken him 
wen, to the Egyptian Taſk-Maſters, that re- 
oo. | quired Brick, but gave no Straw : He'is 
n, neither tyrannical in his Commands, nor 
bat niggardly i in his Ez-euragements : He 
| B is 
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is not difficult to be pleaſed, nor will 


He always chide: He ſtands not upon 
legal Perfection, but admits of Repent- 


ance and Sincerity : He offers his Aſ- 
ſiſtance, that you may © do all through 
« Chriſt ſtrengthening you :” He allows 


you to © look to the Recompence of Re- 


« ward,” that you may go the morecheer- 
fully on, as thoſe that know © that their 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord.“ 

(2.) The next Duty of Servants is, 


to improve the Time of Youth and 


Strength. The uſual Time of going to 


Service, is in the younger Years; in that 


Age only are they thought fit for the 
Service of Men: O let not the main 


Work then be neglected in it! 


To this Purpoſe 1 commend to Ser- 
vants theſe two Conſiderations; — 
1. How advantageous a Time the 


Youthful Age is, and what Pity it is ſo 


free a Time ſhould be loſt; an Age in 


which God uſually lays hold on the 
Hearts of thoſe whom He brings Home 


to Himſelt, and in which Converſion is 


much eaſier, like the bending of a tender 


IT wig, than when ſome old knotty Root 


is to þe cleaved, which muſt have many 


A Blow: and deed, as every Thing 


is beautiful 1 in its Seaſon, ſo how lovely 


E 


* 
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is early Piety ? When the Young Man 
in the Goſpel had but ſome good Incli- 
nations, it is ſaid, Fe/us loved him. How 
ſtrong are ſuch like to be, and grow in 
Grace, when, like a Plant early ſet, it 
has Time to take Root? How fruitful 
will they prove, when they 
bring forth Fruit, even to old Age? 


What uſeful, experimental Chriſtians do 
ſuch prove, Who have had a long Time 


to taſte the Sweetneſſes of the Ways of 


Chriſt; which they early choſe? None 


ever repented at laſt that they came in 
to Chriſt, to be his Diſciples too ſoon : 
On the contrary, the Comforts of the 


Holy Ghoſt ſoon convince them, that 
they have not loſt their Pleaſures, but. 


changed them; left ſenſual tranſitory 


j Delights for ſuch. as are Spiritual and 


Eternal. 

2. On the 5 Side, how dreadful 
the Neglect of the Time of Youth will 
prove: How woful the Hazard, and 
how certain the Damage. Unconverted 


Youth is as full of Sin, as Job's Body was 


of Sores. We read of youthful Lufts, 
the Twiquities of our Youth, which corrupt 
Ve. in that Age is ſtrongly inclined 

Ho long a Vacation is there uſu- 
aly from God and our Duty! What 
„ a fooliſh 


ſhall ſtill 
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« fooliſh talking and jeſting, which is 


ce not convenient?“ Is there not (if not 
Oaths and Execrations, yet) abominable 
Lying in the Tongue? How fad is it to 
ſce the Pride and Vanity, Diſobedience 
to Parents, Contempt of Advice, vilify- 


| 1 


ng of the Miniſters and Servants of 


' Chriſt, and above all, the prevailing 
Love of Pleaſures, unlawful Pleaſures, 
or at leaſt of ill Report, reigning a- 
mongſt Youth at this Day! If through 


Grace they be awakened in their elder 
Years (which is the beſt that can be 
thought of) yet how bitter will theſe 
youthful Sins be to the Conſcience, 
hen they are made © to poſſeſs the Ini- 


ce quities of their Youth?” They will 


quickly cc receive of the Lord double for 
« all their Sins,” that is, doubly and 
trebly more of Horror, than ever they 
found of Sweetneſs in them. But alas! 
it is very ſeldom ſo well with them who 


Y have loſt their Youth i in Sin. © Can the 
« Ethiopian change his Skin, or the 


ce Leopard his Spots?” Sc. How im- 


poſſible almoſt to reclaim them, eſpecially 


— 


if they ſpend their Youth in Vanities un- 


der the Goſpel! Life is uncertain, and 

you have no Aſſurance to live a, Day; 

and if you live till Age, alas,! how 1 
| Wi 
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will it come? «The Time in which you 


« will ſay, I have no Pleaſure in it.“ 
How little is the Sinner that has miſſed 


his Time, and grown grey in Sin, ac- 


quainted with the Importance of the 
Work, which he has fo fooliſhly delay- 
ed! Do you think in your Conſciences, 
that all which you have ſo frequently 
heard of Converſion and Regeneration, 
all about a Lifeof Self-denial, Meekneſs, 
Humility, and Contempt of this World, 
is no more than to ſay, Lord, have mercy 
upon me! when you are Sick; or to fend 
for the Miniſter to pray by you? Can 
the Work that requires the beſt Inſtrue- 
tion, the greateſt Strength and Com- 
poſedneſs of Mind, and Retiredneſs from 
the World, be performed at laſt, when 
you have ſpent your Youth and Strength 
in Ignorance and Obſtinacy, and.come 


to be full of Pains of Body, and Agonies 


of Mind, and tired with Company in 
Sickneſs; and the over-officious Love 
of Friends as careleſs as yourſelves? I 

know, the Inſtance of the Thief upon 


the Croſs, i is urged for a putting off Re- 


pentance to the laſt. But ſuppoſe it were 
granted, that there was no Work begun 
on his Soul before thoſe laſt Hours, yet 
Eau many Thouſands have miſcarried 

B 3 "OY by 
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by ſuch Delays, to one ſingle Inſtance ed 


of a Man that eſcaped ? Is not fo many « | 
Thouſands to One great Odds, and I Ane 


he brought in at ſuch an extraordinary Int 

Seaſon, as never was before, nor ever miſ 

will be again? It was in a Time when © <«w 

all things were carried in a miraculous ce. xx 

Way; the Sun was darkened, the © ( 

e Rocks ſplir, the Temple Vail rent, the 

*« the Earth ſhook, and the Graves open- « d. 

, « ed,” and a Sinner converted at the laſt, © «© 
8 Our Lord was © ſpoiling Principalities ili. 

e and Powers;“ and as Captains ſnatch 1 D 


a Standard from the Enemy, as a Token « J. 
of Victory: ſo did our Lord reſcue his ] His 
Soul out of the Hands of Satan, as a ove! 
Standard gained, to“ make a Shewof C 


tit openly, triumphing thereby over I 
“ Satan in his Croſs.” And how eaſily vice 
may this Inſtance be retorted on the whe 
e eareleſs Waſters of their Youth, that the van! 


Thief on the Croſs came in at the firſt eaſi 
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Call; and, for aught appears to us, had mai! 
| never one Goſpel Invitation before? Did whe 
| he ever deſpiſe the Offers of Grace from fect 
| I Year to Year, as YOU have done ? What vant 
| a Difference does this make, that you riſh 
have had, during your Time of Youth nor 
| and Vanity, Line upon Line, Precept ſhip 
| upon Precept, and have grieved, quenc «i or | 
| DE 4 ed, | 
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ed, tempted, vexed, reliſted, andi even 


« done Deſpite to the Spirit of Grace?” | 
And do you think to command the free 
Influences of the Spirit, when you have 
miſſed your Time, and He faith, * He 
« will laugh at your Calamity, _ 
e mock when your Fear cometh ?” _ 
(3.) The lait Thing I ſhall name in 


the Servant's Duty towards God, is, “ to 
do what they do in their Places, as to 


ee the Lord, and not unto Men,” Col. 
ji. 23. Whatever you do in Word or 


Deed, do all in the Name of the Lord 


« Jeſus Chriſt,” as eying the Image of 
His Authority in thoſe that God has ſet 
over you; “ for you ſerve the Lord 


'« Chriſt.” In order to this, 


1. See that in the Entrance into Ser- 
vice, or any new Place, you mind chiefly 
where you may have the greateſt Ad- 
vantages for your Souls. Let not the 
eaſieſt Work, or moſt Wages, be the 


main Thing in your Eye, in the Places 


where you go. Do not run into an in- 
fected Place for ſome little outward Ad- 
vantage: Do not chooſe to live in a Pa- 

riſh where there is no ſettled Miniſtry, 


nor in a Family where there is no Wor- 
ſhip of God ; eſpecially if the Governor 
or Members of the Family be aotori- 


3 B 4 oully _ 


3a A PR ES ENT 
© . oully ptofane; ſhun ſuch an Houſe, as 
you would one in which the Plague were 
broke out. And if God has caſt your 
Lot into a godly Family, eſteem it as 
a ſpecial Favour, and remember it, and 
improve the Prize put into your Hands. 
It was a ſtartling Speech of a.holy Mi- 
niſter to a Maid Servant, and proved of 
great uſe to her, when obſerving how 
God had placed her in a religious Fa- 
mily, he told her, That if ſhe went to 
Hell out of that Family, ſhe would have 
a deep Place there. 

2. That in doing the Work of your earth- 
h Maſter, you ſeek the Strength, and aim 
at the Glory of your heavenly Maſter. 
Not to mention the Lord's Day as yet, 
you mutt every Day conſcientiouſly beg 
a Bleſſing upon your Work, and com- 
mit your Souls, Bodies, Relations, and 
Jawful Undertakings, into the Hands of 
God by Faith and Prayer: You par- 
take of the Mercies of the Family, and 
therefore muſt pray down a Bleſſing upon 
it. You remember good Eliezer, Gen. 


xxiv. 12. O Lord God of my Maſter 
« /braham, I pray Thee ſend me good 


es ſpeed this Day, and ſhew Kindneſs to 
« my Maſter Abraham; &c,” Prayer 
is the Means to know your Duty in your 
Service, 
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Service, and to be able to perform i it; 
by this Means you may have the Teſti- 
mony of your Maſters, and of the Truth 
itſelf, which Jacob had of his Maſter 
Laban, Gen. xxx. 27. © TI have learn- 
« ed by Experience, that the I ord hath - 
ce bleſſed me for thy Sake.” And this 
leads me to the fecond Part of the Ser- 7 
vant's Duty. 
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The Servants Duty | 2] towards their 
Maſters. 

Hu. is a good Chriſtian, that is good 

in the Place and Relation wherein 
God has ſet him; and that isthe religious 
Servant, who, out of a Principle of Love 
to God, and in Obedience to his Com- 
mand, does perform his Duty to them 


to whom God has ſubjected him. 


. Your Duty therefore towards your 
Maſter conſiſts, 1. In the reverent S$Sub- 


jection of Mind, and reſpectful Honour that 
your Place requireth. © Let as many 


« Servants as are under the Yoke, 
© count their Maſters worthy of all 
© Honour, that the Name of Chriſt, 
and his Doctrine, be not blaſphemed, 
1 Tim. vi. 1, 2. This Command of 
the Apoſtle is the more remarkable, 

| B 5 becauſe 


N 
. 


9 


Infidel Maſters : and if yours be Unbe- 


levers, wicked Perſons, without ſo much 


as a Profeſſion, your Duty is more dif- 
ficult; it is hard to honour a Fool, or 
reverence one that you frequently ſee in 
his Vomit of Drunkenneſs, or Venom 
of Malice and Paſſion. But yet their 
Authority they have from God, and you 
muſt reyerence the Image of God's Do- 
minion in them, leſt you cauſe the Name 
of Chriſt to be blaſphemed, and leſt you 


give Occaſion to the wicked Man to re- 


proach Religion, and to ſay, The/e are 
your Profeſſors, your religious Servants ; 
_ aye, they are all alike, And if ſo be that 
God has ſubjected you to thoſe that are 
ſerious and godly, you muſt honourthem 
the more. So faith the fame Apoſtle, 

Ver. 3. © And they that have believing 


«© Maſters, let them not deſpiſe them, 


. © becauſe they are Brethren; but rather 
ce do them Service, becauſe they are 
tc faithful and beloved, Partakers of the 
“ Benefit.“ Be not you like thoſe info - 
Tent Youths that ſer light by their Maſ- 
ters, either before their Faces, or behind 


their Backs. God has not ſet you as 


Companions with your Maſters, nor 
does he allow of a ſaucy Carriage in their 
. ; Preſence, 
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becauſe it was ſpoken to them that had 


1 
- 
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Preſence, nor to talk diſreſpectfully of 
them, or of their Imperfections, in their 
Abſence. The more careful they are to 


inſtruct; reprove, and reſtrain you from 
Sin and Vanity, the more do you prize 


them, and bleſs God for them. Be as ready 


(or more) to be catechized, examined, 


and directed about your Souls, as about 


any Buſineſs that you are employed in. 
2. Your Duty lies in a religious Faith 


 fulneſs, and conſtant Fidelity, in all that 
you undertake, When you hired your- 


ſelves, you fold your Time and Labour 
to your Maſters, all but what God and 
Nature more immediately required to be 
reſerved : And, beſides the Sin againft 
God 1n ee you defraud your Maſ- 


ter, if you idle away an Hour that 


ſhould be employed in his Buſineſs. And 


to delay his Meſſages, put off his Work 


to others; to ſlubber over his Work, or 
leave it half undone, is to rob your Maſ- 
ter of the Wages that is due for the 
Work, which you ſhould have done ac- 


cordingly, but did not. This is the Eye- 


Service which the Apoſtle condemns, 


Col. iii. 22. when hypocritically you ſcem 


earneſt in his Work when his Eye is 
upon you, but loiter away your Time 


when he has turned his Back, They 
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36 
that are unfaithful in their Maſter's 


Work, will not (it is to be feared) make 
much Conſcience of defrauding him in 
his Eſtate. How quickly does the. De- 
vil teach an ungodly Servant to make 
bold with his Maſter's Money, in buy- 
ing or ſelling, and to excuſe it by the 
Secrecy or ſmallneſs of the Matter; till 
they who made nothing to trample on 
God's Law for a Penny, came afterwards 


to Pounds and higher Robberies? And 


here let me beg of Servants to take heed 
of Ale- houſes, Gaming-houſes, Places of 


Drunkenneſs or Uncleanneſs ; of loving 


Cards and Dice, or ſitting up to unſeaſon- 
able Hours at ſuch Vanities: Such will 
need much Money to play away and riot 
away; and then how ſtrong is the Temp- 
tation to keep back, or convey away, 


part of the Money that you ſold the 


Goods for! If you have any of theſe 
Devices, know it is a downright Theft; 


and if it be but a Penny, you know not- 


where it will ſtop. They that take a 
little, when the Temptation is ſtrong, will 
venture upon a great deal; and they that 


rob their Maſter to Day, will rob others 
to Morrow. And how ſad and bitter 


a Caſe muſt this prove, when, the beſt 
unt can be hoped for, 1 is a Confeſſion of 


your 
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your Theft full of Sorrow and Shame, 
and the Reftitution of every Farthing, 
to the utmoſt of your Power ; without 
which there can be no Repentance, and 
ſo no Salvation. And if this be not 
done, your T hefts in your Service will 
be like Moths in your Goods, when you 
come to get lometming of your own: of 
your own, did 1 ſay? yea, till you have 
made Reſtitution, you do not eat your 
own Bread; and it is not your giving 
part of your ill- gotten Money to the Poor, 
that will prevent the Horror of Conſci- 
ence at laſt. God hates Robbery for Burnt- 
Offering. I will add but one Inſtance more 
under this Head, which is the Perfidi- 
oufneſs of Servants in any Truſt com- 
mitted to them. Like the unjuſt Stew- 
ard, that when there was owing his Maſ- 
ter © an Hundred Meaſures of Wheat,” 
ordered them to“ take their Bill, and 
| „ write Fourſcore.” And if you ſhould 
ſay, but did not the“ La commend 
ce the unjuſt Steward?“ Yes, for his. 
Wiſdom, not for his cheating his Maf- 
ter. It is a Parable, and we muſt mind 
the ſcope of it, which is to ſhew us a 
Pattern of Foreſight; how we ſhould 
ſecure a better Habitation, when thefe- 
Tabernacles fail; as this wicked Servant 


DD” looked 
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looked about him what ſhould become in 

of him, when his Maſter turned him out. a 
Another manner of Servant was Jacob, cc 

who had a hard Service, in the Sum- et 

mer's Heat, and Winter's Froſt, for In 
Twenty Years, yet could ſay, Cen. xxx. wi 

= 33. © My Righteouſneſs ſhall anſwer for || +; 
mme.“ - And if it be ſaid, Did not Jacob rei 
plvkhay faſt and looſe with his Maſter, in 1 aA; 
laaying the Rods in the watering Troughs? an. 
| I ſuppoſe not; the Effect being not na- to 
| | tural, but by a ſpecial Providence; and a 

| therefore we find the Fact not by his thi 
| own Invention, but by God's Appoint- Th 

| ment in a Dream, Gen. xxxi. 10. who TI 
[f thus gave away what was Laban's to "MW; 
| Jacob. But beyond all Examples is that a 
b ij plain Command, Titus ii. 10.—“ Not anc 
WW *<* purloining ; but ſhewing all good Fi- ni 
| cc delity, that they may adorn the Doc- ſer 
cc trineof God our Saviour in all Things.” Co 
3. Your Duty lies further in @ willing mi 
Obedience, and conſcientious hearkening to and 

your Mofter's Commands. And though 11. 
you mult not perform your Service as r « | 
Men- pleaſers, Col. Iii. 22. that is, merely « , 
ſuch, you muſt pleaſe God chiefly, as cc 
the one Thing ne ceſſary; yet in and un- hat 
der Him, the ſame Apoſtle tells you, I 
that your Obedience to your Maſters lies R 
| 8 n 
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in doing their Pleaſure in all that they 
ſet you about, Tit. ii. 9. Exhort Ser- 
« yants to be obedient to their Maſters, 
« and to pleaſe them well in all things.” 
Indeed we read of a pleaſing Men, that 
will not ſtand with our being be Ser- 
vants of Cbriſt: You muſt therefore {till 
remember God is their Maſter and yours. 


And if your earthly Maſter command 
any thing contrary to God's Word; as 
to lie or cheat for his Gain, or the like, 


as you love your Souls, ob God rather 
thau Man. But now as to all lawful 
Things, the Command ſtands good, Col. 


It, 22. © Servants obey in All things 


© your Maſters according to the Fleſh.” 
2 that if the Things be mean or low, 
and, as you think, below you, you muſt 
not nicely ſtand upon your Honour, but 


ſet about your Work; yea, though the 


Command be harſh- and unpleaſant, you 
muſt bring down your high Stomach, 
and ſubmit. 80 you will read, 1 Pet. 
11. 18. Servants, be ſubject to your 
e Maſters with all Fear, not only to the 
« good and gentle, but alſo to the fro- 


c ward.” If your Maſter be froward, 


haſty, difficult to be pleaſed, and, it 


may be, ready to injure you, (this is his 
Ws and a very great one) yet you mult. 


1 perform 


* 


ſpecttul Anſwer to 
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Pater your Duty to God and him. 


But you will ſay, is there no Remedy 


for a poor Servant oppreſſed by a 
churliſh Nabal, no way to avoid his 


Rigour, and unjuſt Severity? Why yes; 
he may for the preſent withdraw himſelf, 


prudently to avoid his Maſter's Rage; 
and though in Caſe of the utmoſt Ex- 


tremity the Servant may obtain the Help 
of the Magiſtrate againſt an unreaſonable 
Maſter, yet uſually the Apoſtle's Caution 
18 ſufficient, for the Servant to forbear 
all muttering Returns, which he calls, 
711. ii. 19. not anfevering again. Which 


is not meant that they mult refuſe a re- 


the other Side (as the wiſe Man ſaith) 
« when they underſtand, not to anſwer,“ 
Prov. xxix. 19. But that they ſhould 


not thwart and contradict, or by rugged 


and unmannerly Words provoke their 
Maſters' Indignation againſt them. On 
the contrary ; there is required a willing 
Obedience, called a doing what they do 
heartily, or from the Heart, Col. iii. 23. 


and if in harſh and unpleaſant Things 
you-mult obey, how. are they to blame 
that refuſe their Maſter's Orders in the 
moſt gentle and neceſſary Things? That- 


will 


Queſtions which they 
are aſked. That is as great a Fault on- 
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will tell their Maſters they w were not 
hired to be catechiſed or the like. 
Which is not only an Affront to God, 

in the contemning of his Ordinance, for 
your Souls, but a : Diſobedience to them 
whom God has ſet over you. For when 
you become Servants, it is not only in 
this or that Work that ſuits your Hu! 
mour, as if you were.to ſet your Conceits 
and Wills againſt their Commands; but 
in all lawful Things belonging to your 


Places, whereby you may teſtify your 
; Obedience to them, 


* 


CHAP 1 


The Duty of Servants [| 3] toward { theis 
Fellow-yervants in the Family and 
| Neighbourhood. 


H EY that are of the ſame Calling 

or State of Life in the World, are 
wont to be counted Brethren: and eſpe- 
cially when they live near to each other, 
ſhould moſt entirely love as ſuch. So- 
ciety is the great Comfort of Life; and 

Equality of Condition, which adds to the 
Sweetneſs of it, where there be other 
higher Qualifications. Indeed there is 
hardly any Word ſo much abuſed as that 
of Good F — Men miſtake the 


Order 


ener 
Order of it; making it chiefly to reſpect 


the Body, which is to be minded in Sub- 


ordination to the Soul: And no leſs the 


Matter of it; Good Fellowſhip, with 


them, is to be amongſt their Cups, at 
beſt in idle Chat and Vanity. And Ser- 
vants and Youth hear it told by ſome 
grown grey in Careleſſneſs, what Love 
and good Neighbourhood there was, 
when they had not ſo much Preaching, 
nor ſuch ado about Religion. But the 
ChriſtianServant has not ſo learnedChriſt. 
There are more noble Ends of Society, 
than careleſs Servants know; ſuch as, 


1. MutualWaichfulneſs, eſpecially over 
It is true that 


the Souls of each other. 
here Charity muſt begin at Home, in 
a cautious Fear of Danger to your own 
Souls, eſpecially if your Companions in 
the Family be none of the beſt. Take 


heed you be not tempters of others, nor 
a tempted by them. Remem- 


2er the Exhortation that ſpeaks unto you 
as unto Children, Prov. 1. 10. © My Son, 


cc if Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not.“ 


An undue FamiliaritybetweenServants of 


different Sexes in a Family, has had fatal 
and tragical Effects. How often has 


Opportunity and Privacy expoſed Men 
and Maids that live together to the De- 


Vvil's 
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- vil's Temptations ; and in Houſes where 
the Maſters have ſet Battlements on the 
> Roof, they have leaped over into the 
| Ditch, (for © a Whore is a deep Ditch, 

« « and he that is abhorred of the Lord 
- “ ſhallfall therein,” Prov. xxii. 14.) How 
8 much more are Servants in Danger, 
e where they have no Warnings, but 


wicked Examples? how ſoon do filthy - 
, Words and wanton Dalliances betray 

them? He that feareth the Lord fhall 
2 e eſcape the Snare, but the Sinner ſhall 


„ ce be taken in it,“ Eccles. vii. 26. And 

if they be of the ſame Sex, there is no 
r ſmall Danger in a Converſe with thoſe 
t | that have infectious Diſeaſes, and the 
n Plague of Profaneneſs upon them. If 
n they be only in the Neighbourhood, that 
n are thus infected, it a more eaſy to avoid 
e | them, 2 7%. iti. 6. © Now we com- 
xr | mand you, that you withdraw. your= I 
- | © ſelvesfrom every Brother thatwalketh 
u * diforderly—W ho toucheth Pitch, and | 
1, ce is not defiled ? Can any take Coals | in 9 
„ his Boſom, and not be burnt?ꝰ But if 1 
of the Blague be in the Houſe where you ò .] 
al are, Ind your Fellow-Servants Drunk- 
a8 ards, profane Swearers, Scoffers, at Re- | 
en ligion, your Caſe is the more dangerous. 
e- | How came you into this Hell on Earth, 


E | | where 
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3 EY Ko things are ſuffered | < TON 
you not to be deeply humbled, that you 
made no better Choice? And upon what 
Terms do you ſtay longer there? You 
had need have a clear Call to dwell in a 

Peſt-Houſe. Nevertheleſs, while you 
ſtay in that Place, cc Thou ſhalt not hate 
« thy Brother in thy Heart, but ſhalt in 


« Sin upon him,” Lev. ix. 17. It 
ſeems, without this, you can neither 
teſtify your Hatred of their Sins, nor free 
yourſelves from the Imputation of Hatred 
of their Souls. You muſt doit in Faith- 
fulneſs to your own Souls, and you know 
not but you may thereby gain theirs, 
Yeu muſt watch the beſt Opportunity 
that your Nearneſs to them will afford 
you, to tell them their Faults between 


lay open their Sin before them; this 
open Rebuke is better than ſecret Love. 
Ard continue your Duty, if they go on 
to lin, unleſs, by ſcoffing Malignity and 
Fury, they ſhew themſelves to be the 
Dogs and Swinethat you muſt not © throw 
oe bor Pearls before leſt they turn 
ce again and rent you.” And then you 
can do no more, unleſs by getting others 
to rebuke them, who by cheir Authority 
may 


«© any Wiſe rebuke him, and not ſuffer 


them and you alone; and with Plainneſs 
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W | may be more likely to prevail, as Fo oſeph 


1 brought to his Father his Sons evil Report. 
+ | And "if Providence has caſt your Lot 
0 amongſt ſuch as are civil and towardly, 


your Buty will be more eaſy. They will 
5 willingly be warned by you, and thank- 
b fully take your Cautions for their Souls 
. good : You will not be tempted ſo much 
8 to uſe the Words of the firſt Murderer, 
2 Am I my Brother's Keeper ? But if (not 


r only civil, but) godly Servants meet in 

Hi the ſame Houſe or Neighbourhood, they 

d will agree together to watch over and 

- mutually toadmoniſhoneanother. «Two 

1 « are better than one for if they fall, | 
. ce the one will lift up. his Fellop ; bu ut | 
v « wo be to him that } is alone W jen, | 8 | 
418 3 falleth, for he hath not another to | 
n Y help him up—andifoneprevailagainſt = 
5 « him, two ſhall withſtand him, and a | 
f: 60 threefold Cord is not quickly broken.“ 
. Eccles. iv. 10, &c. By this Watchfulneſs | 
n over each other, they will be combined 
9 againſt, the Devil's Temptations, and 


* fortified againſt the Flouts of thoſe that 
* will think it ſtrange, that they run not 

n with them in the ſame Exceſs of Riot. 
u Eſpecially if they conſcientiouſly obſerve 

8 the ſecond Dae which f 18, 1 } 

y 13. Chriſtian 

y 
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2. Chriſtian Conference ; the Servants 


diſcourſing together about the Things of 
God. Beſides. your vacant Hours in 
Winter-Evenings, and when your Work 


is done, many Parts of your Work af- 


ford Leiſure for Diſcourſe, yea, and 
Matter for ſpiritual Improvement, if 
your Hearts will ſerve you. 
you have more Knowledge than others, 
and ſame more tender Affections; and 
how well would theſe Gifts be employed, 
if * like thoſe that fear the Lord, Mal. 
iii. 16. you ſpake often one to another 
about Soul-Affairs? Good Affections in 
Difcourfe, do even naturally kindle the 
like in thoſe you are talking with: as Me- 
tal put into a Furnace is never melted ſo 


ſoon, as when added to ſome of the ſame 


Metal melted before. As Iron ſharpens 

* Tron, ſo does the Countenance of a 
« 'Man his Friend.“ How eaſily may two 
or three well - d iſpoſedServants carryaway 
a whole Sermon in their Memories, when 
they ſhall repeat over the Heads to each 
other as they ſhall go along, or when they 
come Home? This would make your 
Hearts burn within you, and prepare you 
for Examination of your Maſters in the 


Family Worſhip. But there are none ſo 


2 for Chriſtian Conference, as tha 
| --.. that 


Some of 
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that can communicate to each other 
what God has done for their Souls. The 


Schoolmen ſay, © Angels of an inferior 


« Ordercannotenlightenthoſe of a ſupe- 
ec perior Sure! am, "the meaneſt Servant 
that is truly gracious, though of weak 
Parts andGifts, may enlighten and warm 
by their humble Converſe, thoſe that 
have greater natural Endowments. _ 
. The other Duty is, their ready 
Helpfulneſs of each other, in all Things 
wherein their Aſſiſtance muy be uſeful. 
Take each others' Concerns as your own, 
not as Buſy-bodies, but as Helpers of 
them in their Work, when your Maſter's 
Service may be the bettercarriedon. Let 
there be no Fallings out amongſt your- 
ſelves, no more than grumbling at your 
Maſters, that other Servants have leffer 
Work, or better Uſage than you. Be 


as deſirous of their Good as your own, 


and as ready to help them in any Sick- 
neſſes or Straits, that your Fellow- Ser- 
vants may be in, as you would be to 
be helped yourſelves in the like Caſe. 
And eſpecially rejoice if you may be any 
ways helpful for their Souls. Some of 
them cannot read, and you may teach 
them, and many Ways further them in 
Knowledge, or encourage any good In- 

| clinations. 
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1 clinations. When other Servants pro- | 1 
{i voke one another to Wrath, you muſt | Sna 
. provoke your Fellow-Servants to Love whi 


and good Works. One Servant eaſily of t 
brings another to Inſtruction, by Coun- | Myc 
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N ſel and Example, and makes every Duty I £24 

L delightful by Company 1 in it. Wig 
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„„ then 


Of the Te emptations and Hindrances of the | and 
- Servants egy [4] = at 2381 in 14 a 
een inde 


HE Duties of Servants are of ach Caſe 
Importance, that the Devil and a || (as 
corrupt Heart will be ſure to lay in the I will 
Way, or at leaſt to pretend many Hin- ſotte 
drances. Indeed all Places and Callings theu 
have their Inconveniences, and the Devil ¶ Dut. 
ſuits his Baits, not only to their ihward help 
Conſtitutions; but to their outward Con- to fa 
ditions. He has one Wile for the Rich, Ino S 
and another for the Poor; one for the ated 
Maſter; and another for thè Servant. And ing: 
hl as every one ſhould be acquainted with I and; 
1 his ſpecial Duty, ſo with the particular Age 
Temptations to which his Place does ex- ©, hi 
= him, and what Remedies God's holy | Ca 
ord does preſcfibe. I ſhallname Three {4 | 
Hindrances of Servants,” more ane o 
henſive than tle reſt. OTE. 2s Myf 
«TL SOD: TE a LENT EXITED, a gt 5 1, The 100 
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1. The firſt is Tgnorance, the common 
Snare of meaner Servants, Many of 
which by the Poverty and Carelefſneſs 
of their Parents and Friends, cannot ſo 
much as read; and though. ome, would 
charitably. have, paid for their; School- 
ing in their Childhood, they, could noe. 
be ſpared from their Work. Many. of 
them are of ſuch a rough Diſpoſition, ; 
and rugged Temper, that they are“ as, 

© awild Aſs's Colt,“ Fab xi. 12. And 
indeed this is the Preadfulneſs of R 
Caſe, that they are not only: ignorant, but 
(as they grow, up) are affectedly and 
willingly ſo. Nay, ſo far are ſome be- 
ſotted, that they make their Ignorance 
their Excuſe or Pretence to caſt off all 
Duty, and to oppoſe thoſe Hat would 
help them in it: They think it enough. 
to fay they are not Book: learned, or ate 
no Scholars: And though they were cre- 
atedwith Facultiescapableof Underſtand- 
ing and remembring the Things of God, 
and in other Things : are wiſe for their, 
Age and Br eeding ” yet the OF & OW 
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dealt ſo with other Nations. Hemight 
have ſpoken his Mind in lofty Strains, 
above the Capacity of Creatures to con- 
ceive ; but the neceſſary Things are ſo 
plainly revealed, and eaſily remembred, 
that even Children have attained to great 
Underſtanding therein; and yet they are 
Truths of ſo great moment, that the 
learned Apoſtle deſpiſed all the Wiſdom 


of this World in Compariſon of the 
Knowledge of Chriſt ; nay, theſe Things 


the Angels themſelves defire to pry into. 


Ho frequently has this general Igno- 


rance been bewailed, and the Danger of 
it diſcovered to our careleſs Servants ? 
How. often has the Cry of Wifdom been 
heard, © How long, you ſimple ones, will 

« you love Simplicity, and ye fools hate 
“ Knowledge?“ If you had had no 
Means of Grace, nor Goſpel Light, the 


Caſe had been lamentable, Prov. xxix. 


18: © Where there is no Viſton, the 
« People periſh: but this is the Condem- 
ce nation, that Light is come into the 


ther chan Light,” John iii. 19. If the 


1 
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your Conceitedneſs and Obſtinacy, John 


ix. 39, 41. Your Ignorance is no leſs 
than direct Enmity, and ſaying to God, 
« Depart from us, we deſire not the 
„ Knowledge of thy Ways,” Fob xxi. 
14. And how juſt will be the Sentence 


for Gop to ſay to you, © Depart from 


« me, I know you not?” Thus my. 
« People periſh for lack of Knowledge,” 
Hof. vi. 4. and have that dreadful Curſe 
mentioned Fob xxxvi. 12. to die with- 
ce out Knowledge; and being a People 
e of no Underſtanding, he that made 
e them will not have Mercy upon them, 
e and he that formed them will ſhew . 
« them no Favour,” Ja. xxvii. 11. And 
ce when Chrift ſhall be revealed in flam- 
« ing Fire, to take Vengeance on them 
«tar know not God,” how will the 
Men of Nineveh, of Tyre, of India, riſe- 
up in Judgment againſt thoſe that periſh 
in Ignorance, from under Goſpel-Light, 
and Calls of Grace therein? 

To remedy this fore Hindrance of all 
Good, IT exhort Servants, Bd. 

N Dili gently to attend on the Means 57 
Knowletlpe, and carefully to improve them. 
You do (at leaſt ſeemingly) attend on 
the Preaching of the Word 1 in the pub- 
lie Alem blies; but alas l to how little 
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Purpoſe you. eaſily perceive, when you 


cannot give the leaſt Account of what 
| you have heard, nor of the Scope or 
Drift of the plaineſt Sermons : and except 


in ſome few, whoſe Affections being 
drawn out by a Sermon, that do after- 
wards ſeek after Knowledge, we find 
by Experience, that Preaching to thoſe 
that are ignorant of the firſt Principles, 
is hke building without any Foundation 
laid. God has appointed Catechizing 

Means of Inſtruction in 
his Church, which you are called to ſub- 
mit unto. And perhaps your Submiſſion 
to the Miniſtry in this Ordinance, is 
the only poſſible Way that Knowledge 


is to be had for ſome of you. Are there 
not of you that live with Maſters as care- 


leſs as yourſelves, from whom you ſhall 
not hear a ſerious Word about God or 
Chriſt, from one End of the Week to 


the other? Which way can you expect 


to learn, if you refuſe our Help? Think 


not that Catechizing is only for Chil< 


dren, when yourſelves are Children in Un- 


derſtanding ; and being grown in Years, 
have need to make the more haſte- to 
learn. If you ſtay a little lenger, it will 
be too late to teach you; nothing almoſt 
being more untractable than ignorant and 

e ON. „ _ . vngedly 
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ou ungodly old Age. Will you defer be- 


Lat. ing inſtructed ll you wael Families of 

or pour own, and have others to teach and 

pt inſtruct? O, do not multiply the num- 

ng ber of prayerleſs, careleſs Families, I 

er- know the uſual Plea is, that you are 

nd aſhamed to anſwer, eſpecially before the 

oſe Congregation. Indeed Ignorance is Mat- 

ES, ter of Shame, but it is every where re- 

LON preſented 1n Scripture as a loyely Thing, 

ng to ſee young Perſons forward in coming 

in to Chriſt, Mark x. 20, 21. and a great 

ab- Honour it is to be Examples to others 

ion in ſeeking after Inſtruction. It is a lad | 
, 18 Thing that the Ordinances ſhould be | 
age accuſed as a Matter of Shame ; and how 
ere then can you think of appearing before | 


are- the greateſt Aſſembly at laſt? And = 
hall what dreadful Shame and Confuſion of | 
| or Face will irreligious Souls be. covered 

to with then, when all your ſecret Sins ſhall } 
pect be made manifeſt, and all your fooliſh | 
ink | Hopes daſhed, and God himſelf. ſhall A 
hils pour Contempt upon you? It is true 
Un- it is better to come and learn privately, 1 
dars, as Nicodemus by Night, than not at all; 
e to but a little Uſe 490 Experience of the 
will | Good of it, will make public Catechiz- 
moſt ing delightful unto you. For indeed you 
tand muſt- do what you do with a willing 
(Re C3 Chearfulneſs: 


rr 
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Cnearfulneſs: Let a Man account of us 
« as Stewards,” Sc. Now the Family 


run willingly to the Steward for their 


Food. And they that know what the 
| Scripture means by © digging for Know- 
« Jedge,” will attend upon the Means 
with Conſtancy. For then ſhall you 


"Cc know, if you follow on to know the 


-« Lord,” Hof. vi. 3- Suppoſing alſo that 
ou practife what you know, for © a 
* good U nderſtandinghave all they that 
0 Ho his Commandments,” P/al..cxi. 10. 
2. The other Remedy is, to cry and 
« Fray hard for Knowledge ;” and, as 
Se omon ſaith, © ro lift up your Voice for 
« Undeſtanding.” Pray, and get others 
to pray for you that you may be filled 
« with the Kno wledge of his Will, in 


all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtand- 
d, ing, Col. i. 2. that God would open 


151 Underſtandings, and then give 

ight and Knowledge thereunto ; ce that 
55 15 \E Father of Glory would give unto 
cc you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revela- 


t tion in the Knowledg e of him, the 


% Eyes of your bee being 
ce _ enlightened,” bel, i. 17, 18, that 
ou may not only be taught of Men, 
br as it is written in the Prophets, 


"may be * of 050. That you 
may 
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may not N PE ſome Conceptions of 


Chriſt in your Minds, of his Perſon, his 
Natures, his Perfections, his Offices, and 


States of Humiliation and Exaltation ; 


but that «© you may comprehend with all 
«« 'Saints what is the Height, and Length, 
« and Breadth, and Depth, oftheLove of 
« Chriſt, andtoknow it, hs it paſſeth 
„ Knowledge; that you may knowhim, 
his Beauty, his Fulneſs, his Willingnels, 
his Preſence, and Power of his Love in 
your Souls: that you may ſo know him, 
as to believe What he hath revealed, and 
to practiſe What he has taught; to depend 
on his Merits, and to ſubmit to his 
Government. Theſe are the Things 
which he has promiſed to beſtow in the 
Covenant of Grace, and gives forth in a 
Way of Prayer. Go to Him, as the 
« Father of Lights, who gives liberally, 
* and will not upbraid,” nor twit you 
with the Ignorance in which you were 
bred, nor the Careleſſneſs in we you 
lived fo 9 ng. 1. 
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22 he Hindrances of the Servants Calling, 


[2] By Diſcontent, or Rara at heir 
Condition. . | 


\HEY that know little wy God 
have underſtanding ſufficient for 


L Buſineſs in the World; but for 


want of ſaving Knowledge and Grace, 
how many poor Servants go on uncom- 
fortably in it? They look upon them- 
ſelves as hardly dealt with, and are apt 
to fret and fume at the narrow Portion 
allotted to them by Providence; to be 
laid in ſome cold Out-houſe, or meaneſt 
Loft of a poor Cottage; to have the 


Leavings of the coarſe Fare there; hard 
Work, cold Blaſts abroad, and perhaps 
hard Words and unkind Uſage at home: 


This grates upon the Spirit, and makes 
them think their Life more miſerable 
than any. others; and they that know 
not God, will talk like Heathens, and 


rail at Luck or Fortune, for placing 
them in ſuch mean Circumſtances. This 
makes them go heavily on, and their 
wriggling makes their Yoke to gall 


them, and every Part of the Work un- 
eaſy that they go about : They are apt 
to Sr at a one that goes finer, 

and 
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and (as they think). Fares: better 3. ard 
that every one does them Wrolig, tt 
does not ſweat as much as they; Auch * 
God be provoked by'their fretting, they 
mind it not: He ſends them Troubles 
and Croſſes, which meeting with a 
proud, unbroken Spirit, do cauſe them 
to repine and murmur the more. Nor 
is Diſeontent the Sin only of Servants, 
but of their Maſters and others; for it 
is not in the Condition, but in the Tem- 
per of their Spirits, till the Heart be 
changed and cured. But ſhall mention 
ſuch Remedies, as do particularly reſpect 
the Perſons to whom I am ſpeaking. It 
concerns all who lie under this Tempta- 
tion, to conſider the Sovereignty of God, 
and his Wiſdom in appointing their Lot; 
that Nature is contented with a lictte, 
and Grace with leſs ;' conſidering that 
the loweſt Condition out of Hell is Mes 


cy to poor loſt Sinners; how eaſily God 


can change their Lot if he ſees it good 
and how: ſweet the loweſt State may be 


made to them by Quietneſs and Con- 


tentment. But there are two ſpecial 
Conceptions that I commend” to Ser- 


vants, in order to the removing this 


H indrance of their Duty, and that from 
henceforth» they may bear the Inconves 
4652 G 3 - niences 
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niences of their Callings with a more 80 
- compoſed Mind ; that they may not be th: 
weary of their Condition, or impatient- Ar 
ly long for an alteration of it; but may pit 
wait God's Leiſure, and be kindly af- the 
fected towards others, that are in a high- me 
er Condition in the World than they. Pt: 
1. Apd the firſt Conſideration is, in 
The Happineſs of the Conditian of Servants, of 
in compariſon of that of many others. For, the 
not to compare you with the miſerable the 
Vagrants, that eat the Bread out of the 1. 
Mouths of the true Poor; touching the 


Apoſtle's Command, © That if they will all 


<« not work, they muſt not eat,“ I rather pel 
ſpeak of the Condition of ſuch as you any 
never knew, or conſidered in your Diſ- ter, 


content. How far then has God ſet you | Bre 
aboye Servants inother Times and Places, I lik: 
which have been, and are compelled to Int. 
Slavery, and forced Subjection to the upe 
arbitrary Wills of Men? Of this fort that 
were many of thoſe Servants to whom dee 
the Apoſtles wrote ; and if they were to || tha 
do their Work heartily, without grudging, 
how) much more ſhould you? And in 
our Age, have you never heard of the 
Slaves in the Plantations, ind how they 
are uſed (eſpecially-with reſpect to their 
: 55 | Sa Souls) 
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Sduls) by ſome who are more ſavage 


than the Negroes that they call ſo 
And what Servatit in England dares re- 
pine at their State, who has ever known 
the Condition of their owh Country- 
men, when Slaves in Algiers, and other 
Places? For not only are they enſtaved 


in 4 ſttange Country, whereas the Smoke 


of one's own Country is ſweeter than 
the cleareſt Air in a ſtrange Land: Bur 
the Miſeries they ſuffer under barbarous 
Maſters, call for your Pity towards 
them, and Contentment with your mer- 
eiful Lot. For being bereft unjuſtly of 
all their Goods they are conſtantly com= 
pelled to the hardeſt Labour, without 
any Reſt, ſcarce to drink a little Wa- 
ter, and eat their decayed Barley, and 
Broth of Camels, worn out with Work 
like thernſelves, and this with the only 
Intermiffion of four Days in the Year; 
upon the flighteft Faults cruelly beaten 
that they often die of their Pain. In- 
deed their Lives are no further valued, 
than for their Service or Slavery; and 


their Souls in greater Danger, by con- 


tinual Fempeations to eſcape all: thefe 
Hardſhips, by a dreadful: Apoſtacy. 
And to ith theſe, to confider ſome: 
others, that feem to have a Life as "af 
ES: 0 


60 A PRS 
of nn as theſe that, I hone men- 
tioned have of Miſery; I mean the 
Servants of State, whoſe Life you , fo 
muchenvyfor their Eaſe and fine Cloaths. 
Did you but conſider their Temptations 
to Idleneſs, and thereby to almoſt all 
other Sins, you would ſee that. God 
has delivered you from many Snares, 
to which they are daily expoſed. By 
appointing you a moderate Labour, 
(which is for the Health of your Bo- 
dies, and the Good of the Public) 
your Souls are not in Danger of flatter- 
ing the Great, or miniſtring to the Pride 
and Luſts of thoſe that think their 
Riches privilege them to live a Life of 
Sloth and Senſuality. 
thus in allgreat Houſes: God forbid ; but 
that it is very difficult - for a Camel to 


how general is the Debauchery.and Ruin 
grudged at? But to, come nearer Home; 
how free is the Servant's Life, and 
void of thoſe Troubles to which even 


round you are frequently expoſed ? 


Money. hardly got to pay them with; 
they have Meat and Drink to provide for 


you, 


Not that it is 


go through the Eye of a Needle. And 


of thoſe. Servants, that you at firſt 


your Own Maſters and others that live 


They have great Rents to. pay, and the 


you, and Wages at the Years End; one 
treſpaſſes on their Fields, and another 
defrauds themoftheir Debts. They hard- 
ly bear their own Wants, and more hard- 
ly the Wants of Wives and Children: 
They have Loſſes to be made up abroad, 
and Houſes to be repaired at home: Jad 
you ſee all this, but feel it not. You 
have no Care (next to the pleaſing God) 
but to do your Work in the Day, and 
ſleep quietly in the Night. Are not theſe 


> 


Burdens on their Minds, greater than 


any you bear on your Shoulders ?, And 


Head, Is there not a wor e Service or 
Slavery, than that I ſpake of in Algiers . 


Are there not Covenant Slaves of Satan, 
that have ſold themſelves to work Wick- 
edneſs, and made a kind of League with, 
Hell? All that “ worſe than Egyptian 
« Service, wherewlth they are made to 
« ferve, is it no with Rigour?” And 
though they are Lords and Ladies, and 
are wicked, are they not Servants? yea, 
Bond-Slaves to Sin, Satan, Mammon, and 
the fear of, Death? Let not thy Heart 


have long Trains of Servants, yet if they 


« envy Sinners. But this laſt Compari- 
ſon reſpects the godlj Servants only; 
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fo brings me to the ſecond Conſideration, 
to cure this Diſcontent. viz. 

2. The much more Happineſs of the 
| Servants of God, though in the loweſt 
and meineſt Services among Men.“ As 
te he that is called, being free, is the 
c Lord's Servant, ſo he that is called, 
* being a Servant, is the Lord's Free- 
.< Man,” 1 Cor. vii. 22. Though he tied 
faſt your Yoke by his Word, in all due 


Obedience to your Mafters; yet having 


broke the Yoke of Sin, he has made you 
freer than Princes that continue under it. 
« whom the Son makes free, they are 

ce free indeed,” Jobn viii. 36.“ His . 


% yiceis perfect Freedom; 8 though your 


Service to Men ſhould be heavy to a 


Bondage. How precious a Liberty ms 


_ Chriſt bought for you, and beſtowed by 
his Spwit upon. you, if yo vlong 
Him, though the meaneft Servant here 
in the loweſt Cottage! He has given you 
the external liberty of his Houſe, ad- 
mitted you to feat at his. Table, given 
you free leave to-partake of his Proviſion, 
and appointed his Stewards to diſpenſe it 
accordingly ; ; and whether Paul, or 
« Apollos, or Cephas, all are yours.” He 
has ſweetened this with a liberty 
ſcience, and of a PO —_— in- 
ormed 


of Con- 
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formed; for though he has not delivered 


ou from a Supjection to Magiſtrates, 
Lay more than to your Maſters; yet fo 
free has he made you, that — ſhall 
bind your Conſcience but his own Word; 


and all your Obedience to the Commands 


of Men, ſhall be for Con/cience Sake 
towards God, requiring that Subjection. 
But above all, where © the Spicit of the 
* Lord is, there | is Liberty”. of Heart 
and Will in the Work of your Maſter. 
Not a Liberty to live in Sin, which is 
an Abuſe of the Word, and a Liberty 
that is not in Heaven itſelf; the Per- 
fections of God are an eternal Law to 
Himſelf; that he cannot lie or deny him- 


ſelf; but an holy Exemption from the 
Servility of Sin, and a free Propenſion 


to whatſoever is Good; that whereas 
before you could not pray, you were 


bound up and fettered, He has now - 


«© brought you out af Priſon, that you 


© may praiſe his Name.” That under any 


Temptation to Diſcontent in the Service 
of Men, your Souls ſhould be raiſed in 


praiſe of your Great Maſter, who has al- 


ready entered you © into the glorious 
% Liberty of the Sons of God,” and will 
at laſt ſer you at Liberty from the Bur- 
den of this Fleſh ; and the Body itſelf, 


at 
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av the laſt Day froth the Priſon of the | 
Sraut :gand will make all his Servants Thy 
& Kin — Prieſts co God and our 1 
— O, bleſſed are thy Servants 1 ,_© 


6 rHat ſhall dwell'in thy Houle; for they J 
ch. will be ſtill praiſing thee.” And bleſs- 


e. be. dein eue Name, who took up- 2 
on Fim the Form of a Servant, and was Na 


himſelf bound to a Pillar, that He might 
ſet us free. Who has proclaimed “ Li- E 
<« berty by his Goſpel, and the opening of 8 
de the priſon Doors to them that are 80 


© bound;“ who has given us of “ his mo 
ge free Spirit, and made us willing in the rye 
© Day of his Power. And here we offer = 
cc up ourſelves, our Souls and Bodies, as "ny 
« our moſt reaſonable Service. We thank UN 
«thee, atid praiſe thy glorious Name. F 1 
«© But who am I, or what is my People, : 
& that we ſhould be able to offer ſo will- _ 
b ingly after this fort ? For all Things on 
$-.come af thee, and of thine own have als 
«© we given thee.” 1 Chron. xxix. 13, 14. B 
Andi let none repine at being Servants, 0 0 
who, through Grace, have ſuch a A- 1 


berry and Freedom as this. 2.30 SY 
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Th be eee of the Servant's 2 
I] Want of Time, real or pretended. 


O every Work there is an appoint- 

ed Time, and every Duty has a 
ſpecial Seaſon for it; but here lies the 
Servants Difficulty, their Time-is their 


Maſter's, and his Work fills it up, that 


they have not the Leiſure for Duties and 
Exerciſes of Religion, that others have. 
Others can read and pray as long as they 
will, but Servants are called up early 
3 their Work, and tired with it all 
the Day; and what Time then have 


they for Prayer, Reading, or Medita- 


tion? Truly, by the way, © to whom 
© much is given, of them God requires 
te the more.“ And they that have Eſtates, 
and leſs neceſſary Buſineſs in the World, 
muſt find more Time for the immediate 
Service and Worſhip of God, than the 
poor Servant can. But ſtill one thing is 
neceſſary, and they that have moſt Buſi- 


neſs in the World, have Souls to mind 


as well as others. Some, indeed, have 
Maſters that do purpoſely allow them 
Time, and ſee that they ſpend it in 
Roading, and other Duties; and ſome, 

whoſe 


bk, 


1 
1 


3 E * * 
Tt 
K — 
f 1 1 
1 a 
* 7 2 
2 5 7 4.3 
_ n 
3 
kl 414 
? 6 


whoſe 3 God has el a Grace, 
can find Time to have their Hearts with 
God, when their Hands are in the 
World; and what ſweet-and heavenly 
"Meditations does Plowing, Sowing, 
Reaping, and other Parts of their 


Work, afford them? Though they can- 


not be long at Prayer, they endeavour 
to be the more fervent in it; they go the 
more unwillingly from it, and come to 
- the more chearfully again. When they 


go into the Fields to their Work, or 


come back, they have as free a Time, 
as if © entered into a Cloſer, and the 
* Door ſhut about them.“ But it is not 

thus with all; ſome have rough and 
Careleſs Maſters, that hurry them to Bed, 
that they may riſe the ſooner about their 
Work; and think all Time loſt, when 
that is not in Hand; and the flothful 
Heart is glad of the Excuſe, to ſilence 
Conſcience, which elſe „Wüld heck them 
for living without Prayer, and other 
Duties that they have heard preſſed 
upon them: Offer them a Catechiſm, 
they have no Time to learn it; others 
go to an Opportunity for Inſtroction; 
but they cannot be ſpared to go with 

| them. Like n tkey put it off to 2 
| «© more 


rox 8 
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tc more convenient Time,” which yet 
never comes. 


To remedy this ſore Incovenience, 


there are theſe two plain Directions: 


1. That they carefully avoid all thoſe 
Things, that unneceſſarily and ſinfully 
take up their Time; and then they will 
quickly find, that want of Time is more 
a pretended than real Hindrance of the 
Servant's Duty. 


know, and perhaps have laughed at as 
too preciſe) get their Knowledge of me 
Things of God? How do they 

Time for Prayer and Reading, and Ex 


amination of their Hearts? Have not 


they as hard Places as you, an&as much 


Work on their Hands, and better done? 


Is it not, that they redeem and improve 
the time that you trifle and ſquander 
away? Is it not known of ſome of you, 
chat ſome merry Meetings (as they call 
them) and drunken Bouts, have firſt 
ſtolen away your Hearts, and then ſteal 


away your Time? And becauſe you did 
not, it may be, come reeling Home, 


you think it nothing that you have waſt- 
ed the good Creatures of God, and the 
Time which He lent you for higher 
Ends, O, WP: will this bite like an 


To ſpeak plainly to 
you, how did ſuch and ſuch (whom you 


Adder, 
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cc and the Angel ſhall lift up his Hand, 

c and {wear by hint that lives for ever 
© and ever, that Time ſhall be no more: 
«and thou mourn at laſt, when thy 
« Fleſh and thy Body are confumed, 

© and fay, How have I hated inſtructi- 
% on Hand have not obeyed the Voice 
of my Teachers, nor inclined mine 
ar to them that inſtructed me ?” 
Prov. v. 11, 12, 13. Do you think that 
this Plea will hold at laſt, when all the 
Tribes of the Earth ſhall be gathered 
before their Judge, and 3 ſhall ſtand 
trembling among the reſt? Shall it ſuf- 
fice to ſay, I heard indeed the Calls of 
Grace, but, Lord, I was a Servant, and 
had but little Time? Will he not ſay, 
ut of thy own Mouth will I condemn 
.& thee, thou wicked Servant?“ Thou 
kneweſt that thou hadſt but alittle Time, 
why then didſt thou ſquander. it away 
amongſt thy idle Companions? Why 
then didſt thou ſit up to ſuch unſeaſon- 


Sports? If thou doſt indeed want Time, 
— off thy, Chat, thy idle Stories; that 
fill vp the long Winter Evenings, and 
other vacant Hours, and. thou wouldſt 
have it. 211 Lea, better that thou 3 
i | Wor 


My bo — D. NK 


Adder, bend Time ſhall be gone einde, | 


able Hours at thy Cards and other 


FOR SERVANTS. 69 
work the harder, and ſleep the leſs, that 
thou mayſt get Time for thy Soul, be- 


fore Sickneſs and Death overtake thee, 


and thou cry in vain, *© Call Time back 


again} O! Call Time back again!” when 


it is too late, and thou art lame into 


SE; 


the Ocean of Eternity. 


2. That Servants chat want Dien all 5 
the Week, do the more dearly prize the) 
Lord's Day, and improve the Seaſons of 


Grace therein. When by God's Conſent 
you contracted with your Maſters for 


your Time, this day he reſerved for 
his own ſpecial Service. And that Maſ- 


ters might know, that the Command- 
ment about. the Sabbath was for their 


Servants as well as themſelves, he adds 
this to the Law in one Place That 


« thy Man- ſervant and thy Maid- ſervant 


may reſt as well as thou, Deut. v. 14. 
This is now the Labourer's Reft, and ſee. 
you loſe not a Minute of fo precious a 
Time. Diſpatch your Buſineſs the ſoon- 


er the Night before, ſhake. off your. 


worldly. Thoughts, and go ſeaſonably to 


reſt, that you may not he longer a- bed 


on the. Lord's Day Morning, than at 
other Times. O, think not (when you 
ſay, you want Time) to keep the 
Longs, 1 in an outward, ſlothful 


rot [>> P00 


70 A PRESENT 
Reſt, as your Horſes and other Beaſts 
do. Meddle with no worldly Buſineſs 
on this holy Day, but what is of Necef- 
ſity; and count nothing of Neceſſity 
that hinders the Work of the Day, and 
may be put off till another Time. If 
you have Maſters that know the Worth 
of fuch an holy Day, they will take Care 
of you, eſpecially on this Day, not on- 
ly to keep you from all Buſineſs that is 
not ſuited to the Day, but to put you 
upon all holy Exerciſes therein; and how 
ſeet is it, to ſee Maſters come to the 
public Aſſemblies furniſned with their 
Train; not ſuffering'a Servant that can 
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behind! And if you have careleſs Maſ- 
ys © ters; that would have yeu make your 
Vis; or go Journies on this Day, be- 
cauſe they cannot ſpare you on another; 
rather deny yourſelves the Liberty of- 

fered you, than be deprived of the 
dearer Liberty of the Houſe of God: 

Above all, avoid the profane Feaſts 

that yet are kept up in ſome Places on 

the Lord's Day. Let no Buſineſs of 

y dur own. hinder you (where it may be) 


i 


con the public Worſhip; and that with 
1 Seriduſneſsland Reverence, asthoſe that 
7 know 


1 - from attending Forenven and Afternoon 
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know into whoſe Preſence they are 
come: and beg earneſtly for the Dee 
of the Spirit to accompany the Word to 


your Souls. Do not think the Lord's 


Day is ended when the Sermon is done. 


Let no wicked Companions perſwade, 


that you may find your own Pleaſures 
on this holy Day, 7/a. lviii. 13. Re- 
member what an Inlet profaning the 
Lord's Day has been into all Wicked- 
neſs; how many wicked Servants; from 
cheating their Maſters, have been drawn 
to other Crimes, and on the Gallows 
confeſſed, that neglecting and profauing 
the Lord's Day, was the Sin that ex- 
poſed them to thoſe Temptations which 
brought them thither. Be you“ a Com- 
« panion of them that fear the Lord; 
and if you have none ſuch to confer wick 
about what you have heard, as you go” 
home, or when you come there, be the 
more by yourſelves: Double all the ſpi- 
ritual Duties now; that you have leſs 
time for on other Days. Be ready to 
give an Account of your profiting, if you 
are ſo happy as to have Maſters that will 
examine you; and count not the Day, or 
the Duties thereof, a Wearineſs; but call 
the Sabbath a Delight. Admire the Kind- 
nels of God to poor Servants, in ap- 
IE) ; pointing 
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pointing a Day on purpoſe for that, 
which elſe you could hardly have found 
Time for. Look upon it as the great 
Thankſgiving-Day: praiſe lim for all 
his wondrous: Works; (eſpecially. for 
your Redemption by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; who, when he had finiſhed his 
Suffering-work, did xiſe again from the 
Dead on the firſt Day of the Week, and 
ſet his own Name on that Day, that they 
that are tired with their Labours all the 
Week, may reſt upon it and the 
meaneſt of his People may rejoice there · 
in, in hopes of an everlaſting Sabbath 
above: where theſe earthly Relations 
will: ceaſe, and there will be no more 
Diſtinction of Maſter and Servant; but 
all. ſwallowed up in one ſpiritual. Rela- - 
tion to Him, of whom the whole Fa- 
«< mily in Heaven and Earth is named ;” 
5 "ane. in one holy Service of Praiſe- and 
ThankGgiving, * (to:him that ſits upon 
the Throne, and to the Lamb! for 

« ever and-eyer 25 inn 0 10 Lr 
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Good Qualities i in a Servant. 


Eligion and Godlineſs. 
Humility and Lowlineſs. 
Meekneſs and Gentleneſss. 
Obedience and Submiſſiveneſs. 
Faithfulneſs and Fruſtineſs. 
Quietneſs and Peaceableneſs. 
Carefulneſs and Conſideration. 
Diligence and Activeneſs. 
Sobriety and Temperance. ' 7 
Chaſtity and Continence, _ 
Purity in Converſation. © - 

h BN Shamefacednefs and Modeſty. axis. 
Contentedneſs and Eaſineſs. | 75 
Not anſwering. again. 

it Kee ing 8 crets, Re 

* Thrif6nelſs and Lalmgneg. 

= Hoöeſt) Nane Uprig ghtneſs. a 
Truth peaking. OS 45 
d . at Home. . HEX x 
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"| 1 Dualities i in a Servant, , | 
5 J Rreligion and Ungodlinefſs. 

| Pride and Inſolence. 


Croſſneſs and | Loroſeneſs. B 
Diſobedience and Stubbornneſs. 
Unfaithfulneſs and Treacherg. 
1 nels, a nd eee tp 
8) Carle * oo Heedleflnels 
0 Idleneſs 


Yo — — 2 . 
REY — > 4 "nA, — 
= 2 — 8 rg . 
Wr 2 y 
* 6 —— — Os — en Au 
Ke * an > 2 * * * 


- — * rr 
E 
Ln! . ne 
r — 
< — « E 1 
» H, N * 
e 1 1 
. * . * 


4a» 


— one — Ps 1 
pen en es tee; 
2 re 


— 4 


—— — 
= 2 — — WJ S 
r T une ttt meter oy® hen 
1 CO dA VP ee ³¹ w — — oy 
- 2 : * 1 ys 4 e . 
5 A ak 
ng re rn — — 


74 9 PRESENT. * 


Acheneſ⸗ and Slothfulneſs. . 
Drunkenneſs and Debauchery. . 
Wantonneſs and Laſciviouſneſs. 
Obſcene Diſcourſe and 1 
Impudence and Immodeſty. 
 Murmuring and Complaining. 
Gainſaying and Contradicting. 
Revealing Secrets and Tale-bearing, 

. Waſtefulneſs and lite 
Stealing and Purloining - oo "= 
Lying, Swearing, Curling. 575 ; © voor te 
Gacding Abroad. Ibs „i! 
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Duties conimon * them 5 others... 
I. Duty to Go... 


To nations in Him. To fear E im. 
To love Him with all their Heart, with 
all their Mind, with all their Soul, and 
To ' worſhip 
To 


with all their Strength. 
Him. To give Him Thanks. 
put their whole Truſt in Him. To call 
upon Him. To honour his holy Name 


and his Word. To ſerve Him bet all 


the Days of their Liſmmwmme. 


EP j 
BE: IT. Duty to Man. bir LW. 
To love all Nen as themſelves. 


do to them. 


9 4 5415108 PIR 8199 


To 
do to others as they would they ſhould. 
"To * love, honour and 
ſuccour theit F athers 8 Mothers. To 

Z | flour 


honor 
are in 
themſ 
ers, [| 
order 
to all 


R tne 


| honour and obey the Kine, 
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and all that, 
are in Authority under him. To ſubmit 
themſelves toall their Governors, Teac' - 
ers, ſpiritual Paſtors, and Maſters. 
order themſelves lowly and reverently. 
to all their Betters. 
by Word or Deed, 
To bear no 
:&@ 
1 their Hands from picking and ſteal- 

Their Tongue from evil-ſ) Fire nig 
18 and ſlandering. 


Ill. Duty to themſelves. 


To 5 Korg their Bodies in Temperance, 
Not to covet 
or deſire other Men's Goods; but to learn 


Soberneſs and Chaſtity. 


and labour truly to get cheir own living,, 
and to do their Duty in that State of Lf e 
to o which God hath called them. 


Duties proper to SERVANTS. 


1. To love their Maſters ; which muſt 
be ſhewn' by taking care of their Credit 


and Welfare, as Naaman's Servant did, 1 


2 Kings v. 13. 


2. Tolove their Maſter 8 Children, as 
Abraham! s Servant did J/aac, Gen. xxiv. 


3. To. reverence and honour. their 
Maſters, «Tet as many Servants as are 
1 


To | 


To hurt no Body 
to be true and 

juſt in all their Dealings. 
Malice nor Hatred in their Hearts. 
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« wrongfully,” 


A RESEk NT 


I, under the Yoke, count their own \Maſ- 
225 ters worthy ofall Honour,” 1Tim. vi. 1. 


4. To fear them: © If I be a Maſter, 


here is my Fear ?” Mal. i. 6. © Obey 


« your Maſters with Fear and Trem- 


n bling. 9, | 
. 78,9 them, and ſibmit chem. 


ſelves; 
AT I'S hain Commanidiients ; oy We 
te yants be obedient unto them that are 
© your Maſters according to the Fleſh,” 
Erbe vi. 5. Col. ttt. 22. Tit, ii. 9. 
2. To fair Corrections.“ Servants, 


« be ſubject to your Maſters with all 


« Fear; not only to the good and gentle, 
« but alfo to the froward. For this 1s 
« thank-worthy, if a Man for conſcience 
toward God, endure Grief, ſuffering 
r 
And the Angel of the Lord ſaid 
ce unto Hagar, Return to thy Miſtreſs, 
4e and ſubmir thyſelf under her Hands,“ 
Gen. xvi, 9g. 

6. To be diligent. « Servants, obey 
ce in all Things your Maſters, according 
« tothe Fleſh ; not with Eye-lervice, as 


ce Men-pleaſers, but in. fingleneſs of 


« Heart, fearing God. And whatſoever 


e ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 


te .and, not unto MED). Col. iii. 22, 23. 
Not 


POR SERVANTS. 15 775 


8 Not with Eye-ſerviceas Men- pleaſers, 
« but as the Servants. of Chriſt, doing 


« the Will of God from hogs Heart,” 


Eo. vi. 6. 


cc 
cc 
c 
cc 


c 


cc 
ec 
cc 
0 


Lad 


7. To be faithful and true. Not 


purloining, but ſhewing all good 


Fidelity, that they may "adorn the 


Doctrine of God our Saviour in all 


Things,“ Tit. ii. 10. There was 4 


certain rich Man which had a Steward, 
and the ſame was accuſed that he hed 
waſted his Goods,” Like xvi. 1. It is 


* 


required in a Steward that he be 


found faithful,“ 1 Cor. iv. 2. 


8. To pleaſe their Maſters. Exkort 


Servants to be obedient unto. their 
own Maſters, and to pleaſe them well 
in all Things,“ Tir. ii. 9. 

9. Not to contradict or gainſay.“ N ot 
anſwering again, Tit. 11. 9. 


10. Not to deſpiſe their Maſters. 
They that have bel; 1eving Maſters, let 


them not deipiſe them, becaule they 


are Brethren ; but rather do them Ser- 


vice, becauſe they are faithful and 


beloved, Partakers. of the Benefit, yy 
1: Tem Vi ae. 
The Manner how Serie ſhould. 5 


7 5 their Duty to their Maſters. 
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7 A PRESENT: | 
1. With Faithfulneſs. 1 Sbewing all 1 “f 
5 r Tit. ii. 10. 1 Cor. iv. 2. «if 
2. With Fear and Trerabling,” 
Epby. v - 5. 
3. © In ſingleneſs of Heart,“ 22 


1 Chearfully. © With good Will 
c doing Service,” Epbęſ. vi. 7.“ Doing 


—_— — — ——— 


5. As unto Chriſt,” Epbęſ. vi. 5. 
4 As the Servants of Chriſt.” Ver. 6. 
« As to the Lord, and not unto Men,” 
« Ver. 7. Whatfoever ye do, do it 
te heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
Men,“ Col. iii. 23. 
II. Negatively. 
1. Not with Eye-ſervice,” Egbeſ.1 vi. 6 
2. Not as Men-pleaſers,” Epbęſ. vi. b. 
3. Not anſwering again,“ Tit. ii. 9. 
| 4. Not purloining,” Tit. ii. 10. 
| Mot waſting, nor ſuffering others 
<« to waſte.” Luke . 1: 
(e Bleſſed is that Servant whom hi: 
„„ Lord, when he cometh, fall find ſo 
| « doing.” 
Laſtly, The Reward : © "YR that 
„ whatſoevergood Thing any Man doth 
I the ſame he ſhall receive of the Lord 


n 
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cc — he be bond or free.” Epbeſ, 
yi. 8. So that of the wo ye 


0 tance: for) ye ſerye the ene Pbriſte " 


of my Sins, I confeſs, is very great al- 
ready; they would ſink my Soul down 
into Hell, if the bleſſed Jeſus had not 
loved me, and given himſelf for me; 


ber of my Tranſgreſſions by running 
miſſion of any Sin. O God, Thou holy 


Guile and Shame of 10 many Tranſgreſ- 


FOR SERVANTS. m9 | 
e ſhallreceive the Reward of the Inheri- 
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4 Merning Prayer for a Servant. 


0 Lord my God, the great Creator = 
and —— of all Mankind, 


Thou haſt preſerved me this Night paſt 


which might have been my. laſt; and 
for this, r; all thy other Merties; my 
Soul does bleſs and . praiſe thy holy 
Name. Thou haſt given me another 
Day, O give me Grace fo ſpend it to 
thy Honour and Glory. The Number 


mercifully for his ſake grant me thy 
Grace, that I may not increaſe the Num- 


heedleſly 45 knowingly into. the Com- 


God, Thou. Witneſs of all my Actions, 
and Judge of all my Thoughts and Af- 
fections, what would. become of me, 
if Thou ſhouldſt enter into ſtrict Judg- 
ment with me! How ſhould 1 ſtand 
before thy Tribunal, covered with the 


© 6 * 


ſions? 


be. Lord, I repent) increaſe Thou Lang 
Repentance; I -repent——| Here derip 
ting thoſe. Sins that moſt. burden. the ful 4 
Conſcience] O be Thou reconciled to me, ful, 
and pardon me, I beſeech Thee, by the 
Merits and Interceſſion, by the Agony due 
and Paſſion, and all the painful Suffer- 
ings of thy dear Son; and not only Act 
pardon my Sins, but deliver me, I be- Help 
ſeech Thee, from the Power and Do- my S 
minion of them. O aſſiſt me to break I my L 
off thoſe Chains of Luſt and worldly I Deat 
Cares, wherewith 1 have been bound: Glor. 
Make me a clean Heart, O God, and F 
renew-a' right Spirit within me.; give Fami 
me true Faith, and inflame my Heart ward 
with a holy Love, that I may delight all of 
in thy Commandments; that I may bleſſe 
Walk before thee in Uprightneſs, and I fly: 
Fear, in Faithfulneſs and Honeſty; di- Wor: 
ligently ſeeking: Thee, conſtantly de- em 
pending upon Thee, and doing the Duty | Fami 
of my Place; not with Eye, ſervice, but and 
with /inglenes of Heart; as knowing that to al 
I ſhall be accountable to Thee at the our I 
Laſt Day, as well for thoſe Duties which and 
Lowe my Maſter and Miſtreſs, as for I bath. 
thoſe which are more immediately to he | - | * 
paid to Thee. Keep me, O Lord, | 
From all. opprobrious and reproachful 
55 Language; 
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dering; and from all unjuſt and deceit- | 


ful 1 9 Make me always thank- 


ful, always humble, always contented ; 


neitherwithbolding from Thee the Praiſe 
due to thy infinite Majeſty, nor from 
Man the Thanks due to him, for any 
Act of Kindneſs or Charity towards me. 
Help me ſo to walk before Thee, that 
my Soul may enjoy a true Liberty, that 
my Life may be full of Comfort, my 


Death of Peace, and my Eternity of 


Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Poſſeſs, O Lord, every Soul of this ; 


Family with a juſt Senſe, of Duty to- 
wards Thee, and towards Man; that 
all of us may be living Memders of thy 

bleſſed Son; and being protected by 
thy. good Providence, directed by thy 
Word and aſſiſted by thy holy Spirit, 
we may all of us, at laſt, meet in the 
Family of Heaven, where we ſhall adore 


and praiſe Thee, love and enjoy Thee, 


to all Eternity, through Tels. Chriſt 
our Lord; in whoſe moſt holy Name 


and Words, I continue to pr as. be 


hath taught me; ſaying, . 1255 
N "Father, which art, Se. SIT 


% 


9 * 
A 
7 72 
1 


N 
1 * 
1 
L — [4 
1 N 

1 "4 
55 
1) 
3 

4%. I 

FMT: 

g 0 
4 

1 4 

1 
4 
Ft 
3x #8, 
F 
Wk: n 
- ' 
» 7 
g 5 
1 71 
4 

1 
1 
ty 
* 
I 
3 
U 
14 


„ „ G9 rd Sk ada ee. , r 22 
4 Me 5 e 3 
« Pigs Z " nner. * 
— — — — — — — 


0 N 4) 5 
* —— S 
2 r 
P _ "The 
mm PA - 
A 


— . —_—. 3 
- —— ers dt - we 

. 

"a, . 2 »” 


"A" 1 0 RE 8 £ N 4 
{ w [T4257 . 
An Bae Prayer. Yao. a Servi. 
0 My God, my Strength, and the 
Rock of my Salvation; The Day 
is paſt, and the Night is come; O give 
me Grace to remember that this Life 
will ere long be paſt too, and that 
Death will 0 urely come; grant that I 
may ſo live, that my Work may be 
Hh: finiſhed; and that I may have 
nothing elſe to do when I come to die, 
but to go to my Reſt, where I ſhall be in- 
veſted with Liberty and Glory eternal. 
O my God, I have forgotten Thee too 
often, thoug zh Thou Haſt given me my 
Being; 1 158 forgotten Thee, though 
thou gaveſt thine own Son to redeem 
me; not only to free me from the Pu- 
niſhment due to my Sins, but from the 
Slavery and Dominion of them, and 
to procure for me Life eternal. Mere 
feared the D:ſpleaſure of Man, whoſe 
Breath is in his Noſtrills, more than 1 
have feared thine. I have been more 


ſolicitous for the Bread that periſneth, 
than for thy Favour, which is better 


than Life itfelf; J have done fooliſhly 
and wickedly, in that I have broken 


thy holy Laws and * 
an 


Lo 
Thou 1 
tion of 
charge 


and h 
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forgiy 
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do ev 
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Lord, 
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holy C 


and have ee ſinned againſt my 


Knowledge, t 
tions of thy 


do Works. meet for Repentance, angd 
ſerve Thee in Truth, and with an up. 


right Heart. Have, Mercy upom e. 
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has caugh 
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able; honeſt and diligent in. the Station 


to which it has pleaſed Thee to call me: 


Suffer me not to fall into any Breach of 
Truſt with Man, leſt I fall under the 


Vengeance of Thee my God. Keep 


me from Pride and Frowardneſs, Tom 
Diſcoatent and- Murmuring, and give 
me a meek and humble Spirit. Enable 
me to live in Brotherly Affection and 
Concord with. my Fellow-Seryants ; and 
grant that we may be a mutual Comfort 

and, Aſſiſtance to one another, as well 


| in our ſpiritual. as in. our temporal Con- 


79 Bleſs not me only, but this 
whole Family to which. I belong; O 
er of Iſrael, Thou whofnever 
ſlumbereſt nor leepeſt, watch over me 
and them: Let thine Angels pitch their 
Tents about us this Night; let us lie 
down ſecurely, and let our Sleep be 
ſweet abd refreſhing to us, for Jeſus 


| Chriſt's, Sake; in whoſe moſt. holy Name 


and Words: I beg all Things needful, 
boch for myſelf, and alt that I am any. 
way bound to pray for; ſaying,” as He 
time. 805 big) FEY 1 608 1 
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